
T
he BC Liberals have decided not to have a fall session of
the legislature. Their excuse is that they don’t need one,
since they have no legislation to propose that can’t wait

until spring, and it costs $30,000 a day to run. 
This may mean that maybe they have decided that they can

do anything they may want to do by order-in-council, and there
is no need for debate, since the premier is always right. Mind
you, the cabinet may be a hotbed of reasoned argument, where
all aspects of each government move are discussed at length;
but we have no evidence of this. (The ‘public’ cabinet meetings
certainly provided no evidence.)

What seems more likely is that this government can’t tell the
difference between government and politics. This is a common
failing among governments today. 

Politics, like war, is focused on winning, and keeping, power.
Control information; limit public debate; starve the opposition;
control the process; feed the media scraps; consult only with
those who agree with you.

Real government isn’t like that. 
Real government provides every possible opportunity for

discussion, thrives on debate, ensures open access to
information, admits mistakes and tries to correct them. Real
government respects the opposition, the media, and the voters.

The legislature is both a symbol and a means to express that
respect. Its purpose is not just to debate any legislation the
governing party wishes to bring forward. It is there to discuss,
question, approve or disapprove, all aspects and actions of
government. It is worth far more than $30,000 a day to British
Columbians.

Many of the issues that affect the daily lives of citizens do
not involve legislation, but need competent, transparent,
responsible administration. This is routinely promised to
voters, not least by the BC Liberals.

The legislature is the vital organ through which the voters
express themselves between elections. If it does not meet, we
do not have real, responsible government. 

What we have is a political cabal running a banana republic,
and a premier who demonstrates his contempt for all the

province’s citizens. 0
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