
P
remier Gordon Campbell decided not to have a fall
session of the Legislature. One of his reasons was
undoubtedly a reluctance to provide a platform from

which the NDP, the Official Opposition, could criticize the
actions of his government.

His strategy, it turns out, was devastatingly effective.
While Mr Campbell travels the province, making major

policy announcements about important things like outdoor
smoking, junk food, and thousand-dollar baby bonuses, and
ballyhooing ‘consultation’ exercises, the NDP is, unfortunately,
close to invisible. Carol James and her 33 MLAs have made
little noise about the negotiation of BC Hydro’s private power
purchase contracts, the increasing problem of the homeless, the
failure of child protection, the weakness of the environmental
review system, and, most significant of all, the Trade,
Investment, and Labour Mobility Agreement (TILMA) with
Alberta. 

This last item, briefly described in our last edition and
discussed in ‘While You Were Sleeping, Your Government Sold
Your Democracy’ on page 2, has the potential to totally destroy
local government planning and regulation and, in fact, reduce
government at all levels to a totally futile exercise. 

It is the neutron bomb for government regulation, due to
come into effect next April. And because it’s the subject of an
agreement with the province of Alberta (and other provinces, if
Mr Campbell can get them to sign-on) it will be difficult for any
future government to revoke:

TILMA, Article 3:  ‘Each Party [BC and Alberta] shall ensure
that its measures do not operate to restrict or impair trade
between or through the territory of the Parties, or
investment or labour mobility between the Parties.

What is remarkable about this sweeping agreement is that it
applies to every government body and institution, from

provincial to local, in the province, together with the fact that it
has had minimal publicity and virtually no debate. Any
presentations which have been made, have been to business
groups. It has been characterized as harmonization of
regulations between the provinces, but it goes far beyond that,
with provisions for ‘investors’ to challenge rules and regulations
at all government levels. These challenges are to be heard by a
NAFTA-like dispute panel.

There are, of course, exceptions, and some areas which do
not come immediately into effect. But the framework is
designed to accommodate an unprecedented level of
deregulation. By signing this ‘trade agreement’ with a
neighbouring province, Mr Campbell is attempting to create,
permanently, an absolute regulatory free-for-all, from which
communities, institutions, and local government have
absolutely no protection.

By avoiding any attempt at legislative ratification of this
‘treaty,’ the premier has successfully avoided public awareness
or any debate of its provisions and implications. 

We cannot understand why the NDP has not objected
vehemently to this manifestation of ‘stealth’ government. 

We note with interest the 98% vote of confidence in Mr
Campbell at the recent Liberal convention. Clearly, there is no
room for dissension in his party’s ranks. Movements which
displayed such a dangerous level of unanimity have, in the past,
generated tragic consequences. 

But over half of BC voters opposed the Liberals in the last
provincial election. The NDP has let them down, badly. It is
now virtually complicit in the ultimate corruption of our

provincial government. 0
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