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Editorial: Respect and Dissent

Betty Krawczyk is back in jail again at age 78, sentenced to ten
months as a ‘repeat offender’ after being convicted of criminal
contempt of court. Her cause this time was a citizens’ protest
over the destruction of the Eagleridge Bluffs so that the
provincial government could get on with expanding the Sea to
Sky highway in time for the 2010 ‘green’ Olympics. They
proposed a tunnel instead, as shown in the Olympic ‘bid book.”

The protest was, well, civil; being conducted by a civilized
group of respectable middle-class citizens who felt that
whatever environmental assessment had been carried out for
this proposal, it could not have adequately considered the
protection of the environment.

The Minister of Transportation, at the beginning, defended
the citizens’ right to peaceful protest. The police stood by and
watched, peacefully.

But as time wore on through the early summer of 2006, and
the contractor started to anticipate that the delays would cost
him money, the government clearly decided that enough was
enough. The contractor went to court to seek an injunction
against the protesters blocking his worksite. He got it.

The protesters also went to court to seek an injunction
against the destruction of the bluffs until the environmental
approval could be reviewed. They didn’t get it.

The police moved in and, after warning the protesters,
peacefully arrested a large number of them. They were all
charged with contempt of court—in effect, disobeying the
injunction by being there. (If you are charged with disobeying
an injunction, the court does not allow arguments against the
justification for the injunction itself. The only possible defense
is to prove you weren'’t there.)

All were convicted of civil contempt of court, and given
substantial fines, with two exceptions: Harriet Nahanee, 71, a
Squamish Nation elder, and Krawczyk. They were convicted of

criminal contempt of court.

Harriet Nahanee was sentenced to two weeks in jail, was
released after nine days, was admitted to St. Paul’s Hospital a
week later, and died of pneumonia after another week .

Before the arrests, the Minister of Transportation was
quoted as saying the coalition to save Eagleridge had been
afforded every opportunity to air its complaints, but lost each
time.

This single remark shows what was wrong in a process in
which a large number of respectable citizens ended up being
convicted.

The protesters were trying to hold the government to
account for the destruction of valued landscape (their MLA is a
government member, and obviously would not represent
them).

The Minister, after giving their ‘freedom to protest’ the
politically correct lip service, showed his contempt for them,
stonewalled, and eventually used the courts to have them
punished. Clearly, he saw the situation as one in which he was
going to win, and they were going to lose. No discussion, no
compromise, no solution.

The government showed the protesters no respect. For this,
the government deserves no respect. And the courts earn no
respect for allowing themselves to be used by the government
in this way.

It was a civilized protest, yet the approach chosen by the
government was, in its own way, just as uncivilized as if the
protesters had been charged by a Darth Vader riot squad with
snarling dogs, clubs, tear gas, and pepper spray.

The citizens of Eagleridge, who had protested peacefully and
with dignity, accepted their punishment, quietly and with
dignity. Betty Krawczyk is in jail, with dignity. Harriet Nahanee
isdead. &
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