
By now I hope that all Islanders have at least heard about the
BC/Alberta Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement
(TILMA) which will be coming into effect on April 1 of this year.
If you have not, it can fairly be said that this was not the fault of
this paper which has been calling the alarm for a number 
of months now. 

In case you have missed that news however, this agreement,
negotiated behind closed doors and drawn shades in much the
same manner as its big brother the Security and Prosperity
Partnership (SPP), makes provisions for anyone to challenge
regulations they deem unfair to investors. BC/Alberta
regulations will be ‘harmonised’ to the least restrictive level.
While there are a number of exemptions listed under this
agreement, there is also a commitment to review those
exemptions, and to make regulations about them as
unrestrictive as possible. In other words, government by the
lowest common denominator. In essence this agreement
creates conditions in which the rights of investors trump those
of everyone and everything else. 

As neither the corporately nor the publicly owned media
have shown much interest in investigating this agreement, it
has fallen onto the shoulders of such public watch groups as the
Council of Canadians, and the Canadian Centre for Policy
Alternatives to alert citizens of its dangers. Besides these groups
some independent media have also picked up the call, as have
the Canadian Union of Public Employees, the BC Federation of
Labour, and the BC Government Employees Union—the latter
hopefully putting to rest any thoughts that, despite its
innocuous sounding title, this agreement has anything to do
with the well-being of workers. 

However, despite the interesting lack of curiosity on the part
of the mainstream media, email campaigns, articles by Patrick
Brown, Murray Dobbin, and Ellen Gould, increasing numbers
of public forums on the issue, and perhaps the knowledge that
the legislature would be sitting again soon and the Liberal
government would not be able to keep the agreement a secret
any longer all resulted in the agreement becoming public
enough that Minister Colin Hanson has begun sending out so
called ‘clarifications.’

I won’t bother readers with the clarifications as interestingly
Hanson doesn’t seem to have any problems at all getting
coverage in the mainstream media. What I will mention is that
the following motion was tabled in the legislature by the
Intergovernmental Affairs Critic Michael Sather on Monday
March 5: 

‘Be it resolved that this House urge the BC Government to
introduce the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility
Agreement between British Columbia and Alberta to this
House for full debate before it comes into effect on April 1,
2007.’

This motion was voted down by the government, thereby
surprising few. 

The full debate on the motion can be found in the Hansard
at: http://www.leg.bc.ca/hansard/38th3rd/H70305x.htm.
Good luck hearing about it anywhere in the mainstream
media—sadly that includes the CBC. But I digress.

I want to talk about the difference between this agreement
and the one that might have been written if only we had a
government that wanted the best for the ordinary citizen.
Imagine that. Imagine government that thought that all the
citizens it serves deserve the best. Such a government would
say to itself: ‘Self,’ it would say, ‘seeing as we want to figure out
a way for businesses to be able to move easily across provincial
boundaries, and seeing as we want the very best for all our
citizens, and seeing as we want to protect the environment, and
seeing as regulations are created to protect both citizens and
the environment, well then self,’ it would say, ‘I'll just go ahead
and harmonise those regulations to the ones that are most
protective! I’ll create government by the highest common
denominator! And furthermore,’ it would say to itself, ‘I think
I’ll just run my thinking by all the citizens in the province just to
make sure I haven’t inadvertently done any harm, because I
absolutely don’t want to do any harm to the citizens and
environment I was elected to serve.’

Imagine that folks. Imagine a government that consulted
not just business, but ordinary citizens—you and me—about its
trade agreements. Why, that might almost look like …
democracy!  0
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