
On Wednesday, September 26, a substantial majority of
delegates to the annual convention of the Union of BC
Municipalities voted to support a resolution which questions
the BC/Alberta Trade, Investment, and Labour Mobility
Agreement (TILMA). The agreement, signed by the provincial
governments without legislative debate or discussion with
municipalities, attempts to commit local government not to
take any ‘measures’ (including bylaws or administrative
decisions) which might have the effect of creating ‘barriers’ to
trade and investment. It creates an extra-judicial ‘dispute
settlement’ mechanism which has the power to impose
financial penalties up to $5 million for  breaking the agreement.

The Discussion
The vote followed an extensive discussion on Monday,
September 24, at which BC’s Economic Development Minister
Colin Hansen and three members of his staff presented the case
for TILMA to an audience of about 200 delegates. Hansen
assured the gathering that he had ‘hand selected’ the five
individuals who would sit on the dispute resolution panel.

Municipal law specialist Don Lidstone, who had written a
report for the UBCM which was critical of TILMA, presented
local government concerns. TILMA, they felt, contained
restrictions favouring investors but which limit the freedom of
local governments to make public policy on behalf of their
communities. Municipal representatives also complained about
the agreement’s ‘vague and undefined nature,’ the lack of
precedents for dispute panel decisions, and confused messages
from the government about how it would work.

The Islands Trust indicated that they have requested that
the Trust be specifically excluded, noting that TILMA ‘threatens
measures to protect BC island communities.’

The Resolution
The exact wording of the UBCM resolution, which was

proposed by the Municipality of Creston and was one of ten
submitted:

‘WHEREAS the provincial governments of British Columbia
and Alberta have entered into a Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement (TILMA), which came into effect on April
1, 2007 and which is intended to liberalize trade, investment
and labour mobility beyond the level provided by the
Agreement on Internal Trade that was brought into effect for
British Columbia on March 31, 2002;

AND WHEREAS TILMA has the potential to have far-
reaching negative impacts on local government objectives:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Union of BC
Municipalities review the Trade, Investment and Labour
Mobility Agreement between British Columbia and Alberta,
and enter into discussions with the provincial government and
local governments, with the intent of either making changes to
the agreement to more specifically address local government
concerns, exempt local governments from the agreement, or
request that the Province withdraw from the agreement
altogether.’

Decision Applauded
The Council of Canadians, which opposes TILMA, were quick
to congratulate the UBCM on their ‘strong stand.’ BC
spokesperson Carleen Pickard noted, ‘The UBCM’s vote, along
with the rejection of TILMA by Saskatchewan and Manitoba,
will weaken the case for TILMA in Ontario and Québec, where
provincial governments are considering this deal.’ The vote was
also applauded by the Web-based ‘stopTILMA coalition,’ who
have been working for over a year to inform local governments
about problems with the agreement. On the other hand,
TILMA has been strongly supported by Premier Campbell.0

Reprint from Volume 19 Number 20                                                          October 4, 2007
Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

Municipalities question TILMA

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with this attribution, in its entirety, with notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd. 

‘This article was published (October 4, 2007) in ‘Gulf Islands, Island Tides’. ‘Island Tides’ is an independent, regional newspaper
distributing 15,000–20,000 copies in the Southern Strait of Georgia from Tsawwassen to Victoria, BC.’

Island Tides, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, Canada.       Phone: 250-629-3660.       Fax: 250-629-3838. 
Email: islandtides@islandtides.com.     Website: http://www.islandtides.com

http://www.islandtides.com
http://www.islandtides.com

