
On November 1, Sierra Club BC called on the BC government to
introduce a revenue neutral carbon tax in the next provincial
budget. The environmental group applauds the 69 BC
economists who recently wrote an open letter to the BC
government asking for a carbon tax to help tackle global
warming.

‘We want the BC government to use the power of our tax
system to encourage changes in consumer behaviour that will
reduce provincial greenhouse gas emissions,’ said Sierra Club
BC campaigns director Lisa Matthaus. ‘This is not about a tax
increase. With a revenue neutral carbon tax, the new revenue
flowing to government is offset by an equal decrease in other
fees or taxes, such as income tax, or increased investments in
public transit, or a combination of both.’

BC Finance Minister Carole Taylor has announced that she
is taking a ‘very serious look’ at a carbon tax. Carbon taxes—
already in place in jurisdictions such as Norway and the United
Kingdom—are placed on the use of fossil fuels according to the

amount of greenhouse gases they emit. Prices of goods and
services, including the direct purchase of fossil fuels, will shift to
reflect their contribution to global warming.

‘Under a carbon tax matched with a decrease in income
taxes, choosing goods and services that create fewer greenhouse
gas emissions will leave you with more money in your bank
account,’ said Matthaus, an economist. ‘The goal is to foster
more carbon-friendly lifestyles.

‘A revenue neutral carbon tax design should include
scheduled increases over time. This would provide both
individuals and businesses with incentives to start changing
behaviour and prepare for new opportunities now in anticipation
of higher carbon prices in the future.’

Sierra Club is also calling for other measures to reduce BC’s
greenhouse gas emissions, to ease the transition to renewable
energy sources, and to protect the province’s biodiversity. For
more information, visit www.sierraclub.ca/bc.0
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