
For the past several years the Campell government has been
taking flak from smaller districts around the province due to a
lack of specialist teachers in these districts for subjects such as
calculus, social studies, and science. As a result, students in
these smaller districts frequently end up doing these courses by
correspondence; a less than satisfactory situation since many
students, especially those in the lower grades, simply don’t have
the experience to conduct secondary education by themselves. 

This lack of specialist teachers occurs because of the current
per-capita funding method used to finance education. Per-
capita funding methods focus on the amount of money being
spent on each student, rather than on the equality of
educational opportunities being offered to students. And as
everyone knows, it costs more to educate a child in a smaller
rural community that it does in a larger urban environment,
because smaller districts are unable to make the economies of
scale available to larger districts. As a result, we have a two-
tiered education funding system in BC (and this could be
applied to health services and road funding as well); those
districts which happen to be in large urban vote-rich areas, and
the rest of the province.

The Ministry of Education responded to the lack of
specialist teachers by telling all school districts that it will now
offer a new distance education model that will see one-on-one
instruction for students around the province. A welcome idea,
however it will cost about $60 million. 

So the Minister of Education, Shirley Bond, who should
have gone to the Treasury Board and asked for more money to
finance the project, instructed her staff to find some way to
instantly claw back the money needed for the new program

from the existing education budget. As a result, the Ministry
announced on October 18 that it would decrease the funding
for high school students this year thus saving itself about $60
million which would then be applied to the new program. This
has caused a great deal of consternation amongst school
districts as they were unable to plan for the shortage of funds,
and it also breaks faith with those same districts as they were
explicitly told that this would not happen.

Shirley Bond chose this method to fund the new program
because Premier Campbell bullies his ministers into not asking
for more money from the public purse during a fiscal year. (We
saw this bullying side of the premier when he recently heckled
Health Minister Abbot during a caucus briefing to the point
where the Health Minister asked him if he would like to take
over the briefing.) As a result, ministers of the crown curry
favour from the premier by not asking the Treasury Board for
more money—and Shirley Bond likes being Education Minister
and Deputy Premier.

The Minister of Education is trying to solve one fiscal
problem by creating another; instead of seeking more funding
from the Treasury Board for the new distance education
program. We are constantly being told that BC will have a
billion dollar surplus next spring, so why can’t the government
find $60 million to provide equality of educational opportunity
to students in smaller districts? Is it simply because there are

fewer votes in rural areas? 0
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