
On February 14, the BC Electoral Boundaries Commission
announced its final report on political boundaries for BC. Since
the August 2007 filing of its preliminary report, the
commission has held further public hearings and received more
submissions regarding its electoral boundary proposals. 

The commission’s difficult task has been to come up with
two sets of boundaries that will work for the current Single
Member Plurality (SMP) system and for the proposed BC-
Single Transferable Vote, recommended by the Citizens’
Assembly on Electoral Reform in
2004. (British Columbians will
vote in a BC-STV referendum in
conjunction with the May 2009
provincial election.)

On submitting Amendments to
the Preliminary Report to the
Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, Justice Bruce Cohen,
commission chair, said: ‘Our
mandate was to propose electoral
districts that would provide
effective representation in the
Legislative Assembly for all
British Columbians. After careful
review of the many presentations
we heard and submissions we
read, we made some 50
amendments to our Preliminary
Report. We believe our amended
proposals meet the challenge of
our mandate.’

The commission made key amendments for the electoral
districts in the Vancouver Island and South Coast region:

• the number of electoral districts be increased from 14 to 15;
• Denman and Hornby Islands and adjacent communities

be included in the proposed Comox Valley electoral district,
reflecting its current boundaries;

• the proposed Central Island electoral district be renamed
Alberni-Pacific Rim;

• the proposed Cowichan-Goldstream electoral district be
renamed Cowichan Valley and no longer include portions of the
Capital Regional District;

• there will now be seven electoral districts corresponding
exactly to the outer perimeter of the Capital Regional District;

• the addition of an electoral district in the Greater Victoria
area will result in boundary and name changes to six electoral
districts; and

• the Capital Region BC-STV electoral district will include
the seven SMP electoral districts and elect seven MLAs.

Province-wide, the amendments will result in a net increase
of four electoral districts, for a total of 83 single member

plurality electoral districts. The
number of proposed BC-STV
electoral districts remains at 20.

Why Change
Boundaries? 

BC’s population is growing; some
communities are experiencing a
rapid increase in population,
some are growing at a slow and
steady rate, while the number of
people living in other areas is
decreasing. The commission
considered these changes, and
projections for population growth,
in order to set boundaries that will
ensure effective representation.

SMP & BC-STV
We currently elect one MLA for
each electoral district using the

Single Member Plurality system, also known as First-Past-the-
Post system. The candidate with the most votes (a plurality of
votes) wins the seat for the electoral district. The party with the
most seats forms the government. 

Detailed descriptions of the proposed BC-STV and of how
votes would be counted under the system are available through:
public libraries, the Referendum Information website at
www.gov.bc.ca/referendum_info, and The Citizens’ Assembly
on Electoral Reform. 

For more information about the commission’s challenges,
see Island Tides ‘Boundaries commission will complete work,’
December 13, 2007, online in our Archive & Reprints, ‘BC
Politics’ section. 0
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