
The four Green Energy Task Forces announced by the

provincial government in November are supposed to come up

with their recommendations in January. The exact date has not

yet been made public; if they know what it is, they aren’t saying.

Presumably someone has to read them before the public are

allowed to see them.

The time was short to begin with—only a couple of months,

including the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. Public input

was invited—to be submitted by December 31. It was suggested

that this input would be made public on the Task Force

website, but so far, in mid-January, nothing has appeared. The

Task Forces were heavily weighted with friends of the

government and representatives of the private power

generation industry. Neither BC Hydro nor BCUC, its

regulatory body, is directly represented on any of the Task

Forces; nor are there representatives of BC’s electricity

consumers.

The makeup of the Task Forces; the short time allowed for

public input, the work of the Task Forces, and presentation of

their results; and lack of any reports on their progress have led

to the suspicion that their conclusions were, in fact,

predetermined.

Yet a perusal of the submissions (published by their

originators) which are known to have been made before the

end-of-year deadline makes it clear that there are important

issues of both policy and practice to be discussed. The public

has had little opportunity to discuss them. The Task Forces,

even if they were meeting around the Christmas tree, have had

insufficient time to give these issues full consideration. 

The Task Force members are busy and talented people. The

issues are complex, and many are fundamental. It may be that

the absence of any information on progress, or any public

definition of the issues, reflects the simple fact that the Task

Forces have found that they cannot complete their work in the

short time allowed by the Premier. If so, they should say so,

now. Otherwise, the worst of the public’s suspicions will be

confirmed.

Four Submissions
Four major submissions have been published:

1. An extensive series of recommendations prepared by the

David Suzuki Foundation, Pembina Institute, Watershed

Watch Salmon Society, and West Coast Environmental

Law, and endorsed by 21 other public organizations.  

2. 61 detailed recommendations, under 15 major categories,

prepared by the BC Sustainable Energy Association.

3. A Canadian Taxpayers Federation submission entitled

‘Reject the Green Job Myth’, which divides its comments

and recommendations between the four Task Forces,

possibly with the assumption that the Task Forces will

produce separate and unrelated sets of conclusions.

4. A submission by the Burke Mountain Naturalists, which

broadly endorses the Suzuki Foundation paper, but adds

several pages of additional recommendations.

Issues
These four reports cover a wide variety of issues; some are

mentioned in several submissions. The recommendations in

the reports often do not agree. The reports all comment on the

lack of ‘road maps’, or basic policy documents; but this is

presumably what the Task Forces are supposed to produce.

This all serves to confirm that the Task Forces have significant

work to do. To mix a metaphor, the process illustrates the

problem of letting the cart out of the barn but closing the door

on the horse.

Some of the issues that stand out are listed below.

Public Debate
In addition to comments that public meetings undertaken as

part of the environmental assessment process are frequently

inconveniently located and timed, poorly run, and do not allow

sufficient time for complete discussion, there is a general

feeling that there is not sufficient effort made to engage or

educate the public either in the major issues of energy policy, or

in specific local or site-specific concerns.

In some cases, inadequate public involvement is blamed; in

other cases, lack of government policy definition or leadership.

This is, however, more than just a communications issue; the

concerns are lack of both real public debate and transparency of

government decision-making.

A further aspect of this was a concern that local government

should have a say on power development; government policy

essentially halted this some years ago.

Differing Priorities
Energy conservation as a first priority was mentioned often.
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Interestingly, land use planning, particularly on regional and

provincial scales, came high on the list, with a concern that

some areas were not suitable for power development or

transmission lines.

There was considerable agreement that additional electrical

generation should be as ‘green’ as possible—some said 100%.

This led to concern with climate change—a common theme was

that BC should ensure that the export of ‘green energy’ actually

resulted in reduction of GHG emissions by export customers.

Energy Sources and Technologies
The BCSEA submission considers a wide range of energy

sources, and puts particular emphasis on ‘peak oil’, with the

possibility of a significant shift in energy sources for

transportation. 

This raised the question of the pricing of power to BC

customers: should it be as low as possible (as has been BC’s

historical policy) or should it be high enough to encourage, and

indeed pay for, some of the more expensive renewable sources?

Role of BC Hydro
Current government policy is that new power generation is

limited to the private sector, with the possible exception of

expansion at existing BC Hydro dams and Site C. Historically,

the role of the publicly owned corporation has been to meet

BC’s power needs (residential, commercial, and industrial) at

the lowest price possible. More recently, it has acted as the

‘market’ for IPP power, signing contracts (essentially

guaranteed by the Province) against which the private sector

can raise capital. 

It has been suggested that BC’s ‘heritage power’ should be

reserved for BC users. However, the dams, as ‘storage

batteries’, can cushion the seasonality and irregular production

of renewable power sources, and essentially convert low value

intermittent power into high value firm power, either for BC

users or for export. So what should be the functions of BC

Hydro? To what extent should it facilitate the export of power?

Government Regulation
One of the issues that led to the formation of the Task Forces

was a dispute between the BC Utilities Commission and the

government about regulation of BC Hydro, and hence the

industry. In addition, the Province regulates water licensing,

environmental impacts, roadbuilding, land clearing, and many

other aspects of power generation construction. All this

regulation is carried out on behalf of the people of BC – how are

they to be represented in the regulatory processes?

Carbon Pricing and Trading
BC has established a carbon tax which can be applied to all

forms of energy. Yet the Province is also involved in the

development of a cap & trade system with a number of US

states and other provinces. Should there be any carbon credits

for BC’s power, which will be completely from ‘green’ sources?

If so, who do they belong to?

Many other issues are raised in the submissions that have

been published. They must be resolved before the government’s

actions result in serious environmental damage or lead BC

Hydro into financial trouble. The Task Forces need more than

luck; they need time. 0
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