
Late on March 15, after the end of the nineteen-day BC
Legislature spring sitting, and just before the provincial election
is called, the BC Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) has
announced a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the
federal government’s Canadian Environmental Assessment
Agency (the Agency) to conduct a single environmental
assessment on some projects. This is to avoid having both a
federal and a provincial assessment on the same project, with
increased time and expense required for the proponent, and
possibly conflicting conclusions.

(The most notorious example of this has been the
environmental assessments of the proposed Prosperity mine in
the Chilcotin, where the province said yes to their environmental
assessment, and the federal government said no to theirs. A re-
application is currently in the assessment process.)

The results of the single assessment, carried out by the EAO,
would be presented to both the federal and provincial ministers,
who would then make their own decisions.

The EAO process would also include organizing the
appropriate consultation with First Nations, in order to carry
out both governments’ consultation responsibilities. The federal
government would continue to finance First Nations costs for
their involvement.

Public hearings would also be included.
At the same time as the announcement of the MOU between

the EAO and the Agency, the EAO announced that it was
increasing its staff from 58 to 80 to deal with the downloading
from the federal government. It has announced two projects for
consideration: both coal mines in northeastern BC. They are the
Carbon Creek mine near Hudson’s Hope, and the Sukunka Coal
Project near Chetwynd. The new procedure raises interesting
questions about environmental assessments of the Kinder
Morgan pipeline tripling proposal and the Raven coalmine on
Vancouver Island. 0
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