
T
he last legislative session ending May 29, here’s a
summary of the issues that I worked on. The Opposition
fought Bill 24, which will significantly weaken the ALR

and the independence of the Agricultural Land Commission,
until the Liberal government imposed closure on the debate.
Instead of weakening the ALR, we should find ways to better
support farmers, for example like the private members’ bill the
NDP introduced, requiring public institutions like hospitals to
purchase part of their food locally.  
We also proposed an amendment to Bill 20, the Local

Elections Financing Act, to at least allow Vancouver, as it
requested, to impose donation and spending limits that are
excluded from the legislation. We also introduced a motion to
delay the troubling new Park Act, to allow for public
consultation, as requested by a supporting petition of over
160,000 signatures from the Sierra Club and the Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society. 
Along with the families of killed and injured millworkers, we

requested government to hold a public inquiry into two sawmill
explosions in BC. We also proposed a Workplace Accountability
Act to hold employers criminally responsible if workers die or
are injured due to negligence. Over the past decade, over 1,300
workers have died in workplace accidents BC. There have been
no criminal convictions in relation to these accidents.    
We proposed amendments to the new Water Act to

strengthen the legislation, for example to ensure water is
managed as a public trust. We opposed government legislation
that politically interferes with the independent Electoral
Boundaries Commission to protect 17 constituencies (11 of
which are held by Liberal MLAs) from being redrawn regardless
of population changes. The ‘protection’ of such a large number
of ridings is likely unconstitutional and will be challenged in
court. Unfortunately, government has voted down or ignored
all of our legislative initiatives.
Our Environment Critic, Spencer Chandra Herbert, will be

providing a written submission to the federal Joint Review Panel
on the Kinder Morgan project, objecting to the federal
government’s outrageous limitations on public participation,
and pointing out that BC citizens, not pipeline companies, will
ultimately assume most of the environmental, economic and
cleanup costs of inevitable, large-scale marine spills.  

I have recently written to DFO,
objecting to their proposal to
designate a number of areas within
the southern Gulf Islands for
intensive shellfish aquaculture.
Along with Islands Trust, I have
requested DFO to extend the
inadequate 6-week consultation
period. 
I’ve been working with local

groups on issues such as possible opportunities for enhancing
broadband connectivity, BC Transit’s feasibility studies of
community bus systems, and the protection of a First Nations
burial islet, Grace Islet, in Ganges Harbour on Salt Spring.  
I hope to see you at my community meetings on the southern

Gulf Islands this summer; look for ‘What’s On?’ notices. Find
more at gary.holman.mla@leg.bc.ca. As always, please feel free
to contact my office toll free at 1-800-955-5711 regarding any
issue.  0
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