
After a divisive Throne Speech that described the hundreds of
thousands of citizens opposing the Liberal government’s agenda
as ‘the forces of no’ and ‘quitters’, BCers are presented with
Budget 2016. 

Finance Minister Michael de Jong compared the favourable
reaction to his budget by bond rating agencies—the same folks
that rated toxic US bank debt at ‘Triple A’—as getting a good
report card. This is an interesting analogy given the Liberal
legacy of hundreds of shuttered schools, while class sizes and
the number of unassisted special needs children are growing
rapidly. I wonder what grade our teachers would give this
government on education?  

The 2016 provincial budget does take some very modest
steps in a pre-election year on a few issues raised by the
Opposition—the inequity of regressive MSP premiums, the lack
of affordable housing, and cuts to services to children in
government care. But this budget cannot paper over the
consequences of 15 years of cuts and austerity for our most
vulnerable citizens and huge increases in regressive fees of all
kinds, while rich and powerful political donors to the BCLiberal
party are rewarded by tax breaks, privatization, and
environmental de-regulation. 

The economy is growing in southwest BC, but many
businesses and citizens are struggling in rural areas, including
the Gulf Islands, crippled by ferry fare increases.

The consequences of Liberal government policy choices
include the highest inequality levels and child poverty rate In
Canada, the highest foodbank use and number of homeless in
BC’s history, wage-growth that is second lowest and private job

growth that is fourth lowest of the all the provinces, the highest
student and overall consumer debt loads, and the lowest
education funding per student.  

Budgets are being ‘balanced’ by the Liberals on the basis of
billions in BCHydro, ferry, tuition, MSP, ICBC and Pharmacare
fee increases, that hurt lower and middle income families the
most. The Liberal government has also imposed funding cuts
and regulatory changes that have stripped resource
management capacity in BC and left us with a self-regulated,
‘professional reliance’ model, resulting in fiascos like the Mount
Polley tailings dam breach and the toxic waste dump in the
Shawnigan Lake drinking watershed.

There is a growing disconnect between the everyday reality
of British Columbians and the pronouncements of our ‘photo-
op’ Premier. 

You will remember promises of ‘debt free BC’ in the 2013
election, but she is actually increasing debt at a record pace. She
has also committed $9 billion to a Site C dam that we don’t need
and that destroys thousands of hectares of farm land and First
Nations traditional territory. Budget 2016 takes such bizarre
pronouncements to an absurd level, by establishing a $100
million so-called ‘LNG prosperity fund’ essentially financed, not
by a non-existent LNG industry, but by another 4% increase in
MSP premiums.  

My report card comment for this Liberal budget? ‘Christy
needs to pay more attention in class, stop her bullying, and get
an arithmetic tutor.’ 0
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