
V
oters by now will have decided the HST debacle. It
was only one of a trail of broken Liberal
commitments on a whole range of issues,

including the sale of BC Rail and BC Hydro, promises of
open government, policies to support rural ‘heartlands,’
and so on.  

The HST is also just the latest move by  the Liberal
government to shift taxation from corporations to
families.  This shift has been achieved by increasing a
number of regressive user fees such as MSP premiums,
tuition fees, ferry fares, and seniors’ care. Respect for the
social contract is increasingly replaced by user-pay. 

In addition, important services that government
provides, particularly to rural areas and lower income
families, have been steadily reduced. 

It is important to remember that if the Liberals actually
follow through with their promise to reduce the HST rate,
this will affect provincial, not federal, tax revenues.
Therefore, the most significant impact of the HST
initiative may be to give the Liberals an excuse to initiate
another round of user-fee hikes, destructive cuts to public
services, or both. 

There is another disturbing trend under the Liberals,
and that is the management of public resources for private
profit, rather than for the overall public good. The sell-off
of most of BC Rail and a large chunk of BC Hydro, both
profitable Crown corporations—both moves were
concealed from the public during elections—were among
the first examples of this ideologically driven agenda.  

Allowing Western Forest Products (WFP) to sell off its
private lands from its Tree Farm License for real estate
development on the southwest coast of Vancouver Island,
was a more recent case. This decision ignored WFP’s
original commitment to place its private lands under

sustainable forest management in return for permanent
access to valuable Crown timber.  

The Capital Regional District has now been left with the
unenviable task of dealing with development proposals
arising from the WFP sale, and has had to spend regional
tax dollars protecting sensitive ecosystems and key
recreation features that should have been protected by the
Province.

There are many other examples of resource
mismanagement: 
• Open-pen salmon farms on salmon migration routes,

using sites that preclude marine recreation
opportunities and contaminate shellfish beds.  

• The bizarre proposal to drain Fish Lake in the BC
Interior to create a mining tailings pond; approved by a
provincial environmental assessment process that has
become a rubber stamp.  

• The contamination of groundwater and use of water in
hydro reservoirs for northeast oil and gas exploration
and development.  

• The wholesale auctioning of rivers for purposes of
private power production.  

• The $900 million dollar investment in so-called ‘smart
meters’ with no oversight by the BC Utilities
Commission.  

• The sale of industrial power to new mines in northwest
BC at half the cost of new power production.  

Probably the most egregious example of public resource
management for corporate gain is the Liberals’ so-called
Clean Energy Act, which under the guise of self-
sufficiency, requires BC Hydro to purchase power from
IPPs not required for domestic needs, and at a price that is
double its worth in export markets. 
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Simon Fraser University, has estimated that the
provisions of the Clean Energy Act will cost BC ratepayers
billions of dollars, also without any oversight from BCUC,
whose authority to review IPP projects has also been
removed.  

If you have been offended by the deceitful and unfair
HST tax grab, and referendum rules designed to confuse
and manipulate, I hope you have voted ‘Yes’ to take us
back to the tax structure we had before this HST mess
started.  

Remember that the HST is only the latest in a series of
tax and policy changes that to erode important public
services, shift responsibility for funding government from
large corporations to families, and ‘manage’ our natural
resources for private profit rather than the public good.  

This has to change. The BC Utilities Commission’s
authority over all power projects and programs must be
reinstated to protect the interests of ratepayers. The
integrity of the Environmental Assessment Office must be
restored. A moratorium must be placed on new
independent power projects, and a watershed planning
process implemented to ensure such projects are in the
public interest. A freeze must be placed on ferry fares,
tuition and other user fees until a comprehensive review of
our tax system is undertaken. The management regime for
private forest lands has to be reviewed to prevent loss of
these lands to urban sprawl. The election of an NDP
government is the only way  such measures will ever be
undertaken.  
Gary Holman is an economist and has been nominated as the
NDP candidate for Saanich North and the Islands in the next
provincial election. 0
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