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Elizabeth May, O.C., M.P.  
Your Member of Parliament in Saanich-Gulf Islands 

Summer 2014 Newsletter — Reflecting on Three Years as your MP 

It is hard to believe (at least for me!) that it has been three years since I first had the honour to rise in 
my seat when recognized by the Speaker as “The Honourable Member for Saanich-Gulf Islands.” 

During the election campaign, back in 2011, I was often asked what I thought I would be able to 
accomplish as the only Green Member of Parliament. I only made promises I knew I could fulfil – 
conduct myself respectfully, work hard and ensure I set a standard for accountability. 

Now that three years have passed, I have to admit that even I am surprised by how much has been 
possible. I never would have imagined that my colleagues, all the other MPs in Parliament, would 
have voted me Parliamentarian of the Year in 2012, and Hardest Working MP in 2013. In many ways 
the Macleans magazine vote for Parliamentarian of the Year is more a tribute to my colleagues than 
anything else. I have worked very hard to forge friendships across party lines. And I think MPs in other 
parties wish they were less controlled by their leaders’ offices. The secret ballot in the Macleans poll was 
a nice way for other MPs to support what I am trying to do.  

It makes my life in Parliament a lot more pleasant to have friends on all sides of the House. I also 
believe the health of Canadian democracy is imperilled by the increasing hyper-partisanship of non-
stop political warfare. Reducing partisanship is a core goal of Greens. 

Improving MP performance: respect and accountability 

My “zero tolerance for heckling” plan -- to refuse to continue speaking whenever subjected to heckling 
-- has generally been successful. Nearly every time that I have stopped speaking and taken my seat 
due to rude interruptions, the Speaker has stood, called for order, and given me back the floor. It has 
worked so well that other Members have tried it from time to time. Certainly, it has been easy to stick 
to my own commitment never to interrupt others or heckle. However, overall, I have not been able to 
improve the general conduct and level of respectful discourse in the House.  

In influencing the conduct of others, I have had more success in pressing for greater transparency and 
accountability. It has also been easy (thanks to my great staff) to have all my receipts scanned and all 
my expense claims posted on my MP website. I have discovered that I was not the first MP to have 
done so. Former Liberal MP Michelle Simpson also put all her expenses on line. She faced dreadful 
attacks, from other parties and from her own caucus. She was ostracized.  

It is likely a great benefit that I was not in any other caucus. My posting of receipts made it hard for 
other parties to claim it was impossible. I pressed for the Auditor General to be allowed to do an audit of the House of Commons. My motion 
was opposed by the Conservatives, but by the next day the Liberals brought forward a motion which received all party support to post only 
the entertainment and travel expenses of all MPs.  

While this does not go as far as what I proposed, it is unquestionably the most dramatic change in decades to make MP spending more 
accountable and transparent.  

Making life better for individual constituents 

This is certainly the most rewarding part of the job of working as your Member of 
Parliament. Some days we feel we have just saved someone’s life. 

When we first set up the constituency office, I knew I wanted to organize it on the 
principle of a street level law clinic. I recruited a very dedicated non-partisan staff. 
Together we created the job title “Constituent Advocate.” Generally we have 200 
open files helping individuals. We have helped reunite dozens of families – children 
with parents, husbands with wives, parents with children. We have fought off 
deportation orders, gotten pensions sorted, restored disability payments, and 
resolved innumerable disputes with various federal government departments.  

There is always more that we want to do. Not every case is resolved to our 
satisfaction and sometimes we have to accept that we cannot fix a bad situation. 
As soon as one case is solved, another two walk in the door. Overall, we are able to 
successfully resolve over 80% of the issues where constituents have asked for our 
help. We are very committed to the motto on the door “Caring, conscientious non-
partisan service.”  
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From left to right: Gerard Emekoba, Johnson Emekoba, Elizabeth, and Jennifer Lannan. 
A family reunited on Salt Spring Island. 

For the second year in a row, I have been voted “Canada’s Hardest-Working MP” in the annual Hill Times Politically Savvy 
Survey. I also placed third in the “Best Constituency MP”,  “Best MP to Work For”, and “Best Public Speaker” categories in 

this year’s survey.  

To serve in the House of Commons as both the leader of the Green Party of Canada and as the voice of my constituents is 
an honour. I am grateful for this recognition for doing what I love. 
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I have been surprised how often it really matters to be the only MP in the House to take a stand. Many issues move quickly through 
the House by unanimous consent. Even when I was the only Green Party MP in the House, before Bruce Hyer, MP for Thunder Bay-
Superior North joined me as the second Green MP, there have been many times that my refusal to grant consent has made a 
difference. 

Given that there are four other parties in the House, it is rare that they are all prepared to force through legislation without 
adequate study – but it does happen. The worst moment was in June 2013 when, using a procedural trick, the unanimous consent 
motion was used to force through allowing seismic testing and drilling under the new Sable Island National Park. We have had other 
losses, on many devastating omnibus bills, but it was particularly hard to have such a loss forced through with the active engagement 
of opposition MPs with whom I am usually in agreement.  

In June 2011 I was able to ensure there was a committee review of the proposed Mega-trials Bill. Unfortunately, despite identifying 
numerous holes in the bill, (even the head of prosecutions for the Department of Justice agreed the bill needed fixing), the bill was 
pushed through by all the other parties without any amendment.  

On other occasions, I have worked hard to raise awareness of regressive legislation, such as the omnibus budget bills, and proposed 
treaties such as the Canada-China Investment Treaty.  

Arcane and obscure rules 

By becoming very familiar with even the arcane and obscure rules of 
Parliamentary procedure, I was able to put forward substantive amendments to 
every bill going through the House. My efforts made enough of a difference that 
the Conservatives moved to change the rules and deprive MPs from smaller parties 
and independents the right to do what I’d been doing.  

The most lasting and positive of my efforts in the House will be the National Lyme 
Disease Strategy. It is rare for a Private Members’ Bill to become law. In fact, in the 
last Parliament less than two percent of Private Members’ Bills got as far as  
Bill C-442 has so far. 

Bill C-442 has received strong support from all sides of the House. In fact, my bill 
received unanimous support at Second Reading. We are not yet through all the 
hurdles, but I am very grateful to Health Minister Rona Ambrose who has 
supported the bill publicly. The NDP and Liberals are also supportive, so our only 
barrier now is time, scheduling the bill before the Health Committee, and then 
passage through the Senate.  

Please visit my MP website for more information on Lyme disease and Bill C-442. 

Reading every bill has allowed me to make a significant impact. It has been a shock to realize that other MPs rarely read the 
legislation at all. On the other hand, since they are all told how to vote, reading bills and deciding for yourself if the legislation is in the 
national interest and would be supported by your constituents is a potential career-limiting move.  

Lindsey’s Law 

Lastly, in the House I have been able to work with other MPs, often Conservatives, to bring in changes to laws and to achieve funding 
of programmes. Achieving budgetary approval for a new DNA data bank to assist in the search for missing persons was one such 
success. My commitment to the DNA data bank preceded my election. One day Judy Peterson walked through the doors of our old 
Green community office on Beacon Avenue to ask for my help. Judy is an inspiration. Twenty years ago, her 14 year old daughter 
Lindsay went missing and was never seen again. From that tragic event, Judy forged an iron will and resolve to bring in a key missing 
piece in the search for missing persons. She had at first been amazed and then angered to realize that there was no mechanism by 
which crime scene DNA could be compared with DNA of missing persons. She started the campaign for “Lindsay’s Law,” gaining the 
support of the RCMP, a Senate committee and numerous MPs – but year after year, the creation of Lindsey’s Law was rebuffed 
claiming a lack of resources.  

Last year, I promised Judy she would not have to face another Mother’s Day without 
the creation of the DNA Data Bank and Lindsey’s Law. Together we developed a 
campaign strategy to get Lindsay’s Law into the 2014 budget. We worked to bring in 
the support of other key MPs. John Duncan, Conservative MP of Vancouver Island 
North, became a key ally. Thanks to John Duncan, Judy was able to meet directly 
with other Cabinet members. And thanks to the late Jim Flaherty, a commitment of 
$8 million for Lindsay’s Law was in the 2014 budget. I will forever be grateful to Jim 
Flaherty for that decision.  

Working across party lines, I was also able to assist in the funding of a major ocean 
research project for the University of Victoria’s Ocean Networks Canada's Smart 
Oceans programme. Although Michelle Rempel, Calgary North MP, and I had 
sparred frequently over climate policy when she was parliamentary secretary to the 
Minister of Environment, we had become friends. She is now Minister for Western 

Diversification. I connected her with Dr. Kate Moran, President and CEO of Ocean Networks Canada, when she and UVic 
representatives were visiting Ottawa. This led to Minister Rempel’s announcement on April 14, 2014 of the largest single grant from the 
Office of Western Diversification in its history - $9.1 million over three years. Thanks to investments from other partners, notably IBM, a 
total of $20 million will be invested in making the BC coast "the world's smartest coastline." Sensors and data collection will be 
matched by skilled and highly trained scientists to interpret the data. The expanded Smart Oceans Programme will provide 
information to help predict earthquakes and tsunamis, improve marine safety and contribute to environmental knowledge. 

Progress in the House 

credit: Morguefile (Taukast) 
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 What matters to you is important to me, and 
I want to know your priorities! 

Please take a moment to answer the 
questions on the right, cut along the dotted 
line, and mail your opinion back to me 
postage free.  You can also go to my MP 
website and complete the survey online. 

www.elizabethmaymp.ca 

If you have more than one person in your 
home, feel free to contact my constituency 
office in Sidney at 250-657-2000 to get 
additional copies of the survey mailed to you. 
Thank you! 

Your opinion matters! 

Reflecting on Three Years as your MP www.elizabethmaymp.ca 

Please keep me up to date on these and other issues. 

Do you oppose the Kinder-Morgan expansion, bringing 400 tankers/year loaded 
with dilbit through the Salish Sea? 

If not, why not? 

You may use my comments. (Comments, if used, will be anonymous.) 

If yes, what do you think are the main issues I should stress? 

Yes No Not Sure 

In early February, I made my way through the complex, web-based, National Energy 
Board (NEB) website to apply to be an intervener in the upcoming hearings on the 
proposed massive expansion of the Kinder Morgan pipeline and tanker traffic to 
export unprocessed bitumen. 

On April 3, the NEB announced those who would be allowed to comment (write a 
letter) and those who would be allowed to intervene (actively participate in the 
hearings.) 

One big change between when the Enbridge Northern Gateway project went through 
the NEB hearing process and now is the impact of the spring 2012 omnibus budget 
legislation, Bill C-38. The repeal of the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act and its 
replacement with the bogus CEAA2012 law in Bill C-38 has stripped rights of public 
participation from the framework of Canadian environmental law. 

In its place, we have a narrowing of access to review processes to those “directly 
affected.” As well, we have a mandated shortening of allowed review times. While the 
Enbridge hearings took several years, the Kinder Morgan process is limited to 15 
months. The NEB recommendations on Kinder Morgan must be submitted to the 
federal Cabinet by July 2, 2015. 

It would be the height of naiveté to think the NEB is likely to say “no” to any pipeline. 
It never has. On the other hand, it is a critical opportunity to make the case that the 
project is ill-conceived, reckless and that the case against it is based on solid evidence. 

Arbitrary choices 

Over 2100 organizations and individuals applied to participate. The results have been reported: 400 were approved as intervenors, 
1200 were approved as commenters, and 468 were rejected outright. 

There was no rationale put forward. Some residents, neighbours opposed to the project who put forward similar applications, found 
one approved and one denied.  

Some environmental groups were rejected, such as Dogwood Initiative, while others, such as Nature Canada, were accepted. 

The NEB press release said only “These persons did not demonstrate to the Board's satisfaction that they are either directly affected by 
the project, or are in possession of relevant information or expertise that will assist the Board in its assessment.” 

A further reading reveals some surprises. The term “intervenor” brings to mind citizens concerned about the project – pro and con. But 
out of 400 intervenors only 225 are individual citizens. The list of intervenors includes six federal departments within the Government 
of Canada, the Government of Alberta, three BC provincial departments, 24 municipal governments, as well as representatives from 
the US government (the Environmental Protection Agency) and the State of Washington. 

Twenty-one environmental groups got the nod, but so too did 16 fossil fuel based corporations. Enbridge will be an intervenor on 
Kinder Morgan’s application, as will Chevron, Imperial-Exxon, Nexen (owned by CNOOC of the People’s Republic of China), Statoil, 
(state owned enterprise of the government of Norway) and BP Canada, among others. 

I was one of those accepted. I applied as an individual, but I based my application on having “relevant information or expertise.” I 
defended my level of expertise and relevant information by both my professional background in environmental law and policy, but 
also as the Member of Parliament for Saanich-Gulf Islands. I wrote “Geographically, Saanich-Gulf Islands lies directly in the route of 
the bitumen-loaded tankers that would service the proposed projects. As such, my constituents are deeply concerned about this 
project and expect me to represent their concerns in this process.” 

My colleagues in the House, NDP MPs Peter Julian and Murray Rankin were also accepted, as was Green Party MLA Dr. Andrew 
Weaver. Green Party Interim BC Leader Adam Olsen was accepted as an individual, but in the First Nations focused area of review.  

(Continued on next page…) 

Gearing up for the NEB Kinder Morgan pipeline hearings 

credit: Wikipedia (SeanMack) 



Elizabeth May, O.C., M.P. Saanich-Gulf Islands - www.elizabethmaymp.ca 4 

 

Name 

Address 

City / Town 

Province 

Phone 

Postal Code 

Email 

Elizabeth May, O.C., M.P. 
518 Confederation Building 

House of Commons 
Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6 

NO 
POSTAGE 

REQUIRED 

Reflecting on Three Years as your MP www.elizabethmaymp.ca 

P
lea

se fold
 here 

An impressive 60 First Nations applied and all were accepted, including the four First Nations within Saanich-Gulf Islands. First Nations 
issues will be dealt with in hearings through the fall. The hearings will resume for all others in January.  

As an intervenor, I have been approved to deal with all 12 issues for discussion that the NEB will allow: potential environmental and social 
effects of the project, cumulative environmental effects, economic feasibility of the proposed project, appropriateness of the general route 
and land requirements of the proposed project, the potential environmental and socio-economic effects of marine shipping activities, 
impacts of the project on Aboriginal Interests, contingency planning for spills, accidents and malfunctions and the economic feasibility of the 
project. Disallowed from discussion will be the upstream impacts of allowing expansion in the oil sands, as well as climate impacts.  

Rights of intervenors usually include rights of cross-examination on evidence.  In this case, these rights are being limited. I am considering 
legal action to protect rights to cross-examination. 

NEB Kinder Morgan pipeline hearings (continued) 

I wish I could have protected the jobs in Parks Canada and the Department of Fisheries and Oceans. Due to the way in which the cuts fell – 
generally over the whole of the departments – there was not a good place of traction for me to get those cuts reversed. We will have to try 
to do that after the next election. 

The decision to close the Plant Health Centre and move its functions to the Okanagan was different. Between full time, part-time and 
casual workers, 80 jobs were at stake, but so was the question of future land use and the fate of Dominion Brook Park enjoyed by many 
residents. Some were already assuming the decision was irreversible and were moving to calls to transfer the park land to the municipality.  

I refused to accept that the decision was permanent. It was a discreet decision, not tied to general departmental cuts. And it was a decision 
that had failed to take into account that the Centre’s function to quarantine imported woody plants to avoid the spread of plant viruses 
(such as for fruit-bearing trees and grapes) was why it had been placed on Vancouver Island in the first place. No one currently working at 
the Plant Health Centre, nor scientists in universities doing contract work for the federal government, was allowed to speak with me to 
help build the case to keep the Centre open. I tracked down one of Canada’s leading plant virologists, Dr. Richard Stacesmith, living in 
retirement in Vancouver. In his 80s, his passion for good science was as strong as ever. He provided a letter explaining the science and the 
reasons that viruses with the potential of wiping out key sectors of Canadian agriculture should not be moved to the Okanagan. Although 
the risk of escapement is small, the consequences are more contained if the quarantine 
centre is on an island. Adding relevant scientific articles to the package, I hand-delivered it 
to the Prime Minister, the Minister of Agriculture Gerry Ritz and every Okanagan area MP.  

Full credit to Minister Ritz -- almost immediately, he told me he would review the situation 
and re-think the closure. And, as all of you already know, the decision was reversed and 
the Plant Health Centre, celebrating its 100th year of operation, had something else to 
celebrate – staying open! What many constituents may not know is that keeping the 
Centre open is the only time that a decision under the Harper Administration to close a 
federal facility has been reversed.  

Strong campaigns managed to keep the Experimental Lakes Centre open by finding 
different operators – the Government of Ontario and the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development. As well, citizen campaigns found other managers and 
operational arrangements for the Centre of the Universe.  

Protecting jobs in Saanich-Gulf Islands 

Artist: Ron Wilson, Victoria 

I would be very grateful for your help. I want to represent as many constituents as possible. I am open to any creative 
proposals. I hope to present evidence gleaned from the enormously knowledgeable and engaged citizens of Saanich-Gulf 

Islands and other impacted communities.  

The risks to our communities from over 400 tankers a year, loaded with bitumen mixed with diluents, must be exposed. We 
need to engage as many like-minded allies as possible, including the potential of the State of Washington and the US EPA 
raising objections. We must never give up! Our waters, our coastline, the marine environment and the species who depend 

upon them are far too important.  


