
Thirty-three BC regional districts and municipalities,
representing approximately 1,000,000 residents, are fighting
amendments to the Utilities Commission Act contained in the
provincial government’s Bill 30 legislation. 

The District of Kitimat is the latest local government to join
the Squamish-Lillooet Regional District (SLRD) and 31 other
local governments by writing to the Government of BC to voice
their opposition to the controversial amendment in Bill 30 that
has abolished local zoning authority over independent power
projects (IPPs).

‘Most people in the province are interested in expanding the
electricity supply and in green power,’ says Kitimat Mayor
Richard Wozney. ‘However, local citizens need real input, with
a real capability to influence or even stop power projects in
their communities. Bill 30 has stripped local governments and
their residents of the ability to protect their interests in these
decisions.’

According to the SLRD, Bill 30 was described by the

province as ‘housekeeping’ legislation, and contained a
controversial amendment to the Utilities Commission Act. The
SLRD has proposed a resolution for next month’s Union of
British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) annual meeting,
calling on the Government of BC to set aside the amendment.

The SLRD wants the Government of BC to return to
working with the UBCM to complete the commitments of its
2004 Memorandum of Understanding on IPPs. That
memorandum was signed by the Government of BC and called
for a planned regional energy strategy.

‘What we are asking for is a regional planning process for
IPPs with a meaningful public consultation component,’ says
Ken Melamed, Mayor of Whistler and spokesperson for the
SLRD. ‘Approximately 60 water licenses are in the approval
process within the SLRD alone, with no regional planning
process in place. A planned approach to IPPs provides greater
benefits to all parties—the province, the proponents, the region
and the residents.’ 0
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