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Public concern grows about Raven Coal mine

Compliance Energy’s Raven Coal mine is attracting a
great deal of public interest by residents of the
Courtenay—Fanny Bay area. But the company has not
yet completed its feasibility study, and is several months
away from making its application for environmental
review.

However, the world market spot price for
metallurgical coal has risen from $150 to over $200/ton
during the past year, which provides plenty of incentive
to prove technical feasibility and pursue environmental
approvals.

The underground mine is proposed for a site to the
west of the Inland Island Highway, about six kilometers
west of the Buckley Bay ferry terminal, between the
watersheds of Cowie Creek and the Tsable River. It is
expected to yield some 2.2 million tons of raw coal
annually for 20 years. After screening and washing, an
estimated two-thirds of this is to be shipped to
steelmakers in China or Korea. The current plan is that
this coal will be trucked to Port Alberni to be loaded onto
ships.

It has been claimed that the mine will employ 200
people at salaries approaching $100,000 per year each,
thus supporting at least another 300 jobs in the area.

Meetings Question Mine Impacts
But residents of the area have become concerned about
possible impacts of the mine. Packed meetings have been
held at the Florence Filberg Centre in Courtenay
February 11; on Denman Island, March 15; in Qualicum
Beach March 16; and two musical fundraisers were
staged for CoalWatch on February 27 and March 19.

The mine is in the We Wai Kai First Nation area, but,
if the transportation of the coal is included, it has the
potential to impact the territories of some 13 First
Nations.

How Large an Area?
Many concerns have been raised about the mine
proposal. An early assessment of its potential suggested a
yield of some 40% of metallurgical coal, or 70% of
thermal coal; but at this point, firm figures are hard to
come by.

While the mine’s “footprint’ has been estimated by
Compliance at some 200 hectares, over a 20-year period
it could generate some 77 million tons of waste rock, say
4.6 million cubic metres, enough to cover 200 hectares to
a depth of 23 metres. However, much of this waste could
possibly be put back in the mine workings, so it is
difficult to estimate the size of tailings piles or ponds.

This has given rise to public concerns about both
groundwater and surface water contamination, both
from coal washing and tailings piles. The possibility of
contamination of the Baynes Sound shellfish farms
(between Vancouver Island and Denman Island) has also
been raised. And when the mine is finally abandoned,
concerns about land reclamation take precedence.

This is all in addition to expectations of noise and dust
from the operation of the plant, and the impact of some
three 46-ton trucks each way every hour, 24/7, for 20
years, on the highway to Port Alberni.

Finally, the Denman Island Local Trust Committee
raised an apposite question when it commented that it
was most inappropriate to permit a new coal mine when
local governments throughout the province were being
asked to reduce carbon emissions in their area. &
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