
Nine First Nations on the BC Coast oppose a pipeline that
would result in giant tankers transporting tar sands oil
through BC coastal waters. They have joined together with
interior First Nations, environmental groups, and
prominent Canadians in opposing Enbridge’s dual
pipeline proposal, which would see VLCCs (Very Large
Crude Carriers) loaded at Kitimat to transport oil t0 China
and Korea.

The announcement was made on March 23,
symbolically the 21st anniversary of the Exxon Valdez oil
spill in Prince William Sound, Alaska. That spill fouled
hundreds of miles of Alaska coastline. Coast First Nations
Executive Director Art Sterritt spoke of a similar risk to
BC’s coastal waters.

‘If we had a tanker accident on the coast of British
Columbia it would literally wipe [out] all of our cultures,
all of our salmon, all of our groundfish,’ Sterritt said. ‘We
cannot let that happen.’

He spoke of his hope that the opposition to the pipeline
and its associated tanker traffic would be sufficient to
influence the BC government to stop the project. It is ‘not a
done deal,’ he said.

The formal First Nations declaration states: ‘…in
upholding our ancestral laws, rights and responsibilities,
we declare that oil tankers carrying crude oil from the
Alberta Tar Sands will not be allowed to transit our lands
and waters.’

For more information see www.islandtides.com in
particular ‘Is shipping tar sands oil from Kitimat wise?’
in Island Tides March 4 edition, page 2. This article is
also available in our ‘Energy’ archive as a single article
preprint, easy to email to others.) 0
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