
Archaeology Program
Last fall, two Parks Canada archaeologists and three First
Nations heritage workers inventoried archaeological sites at
campgrounds, picnic sites, and other high use areas on park
reserve land. This spring, the archaeology crew continues their
assessments on Saturna Island, and if time permits, they will
survey park areas on the Penders. Only park reserve land will be
visited. The crew identifies and maps cultural sites such as
middens, culturally modified trees, burial places, and old
homesteads. This information will help us manage and protect
the national park archaeology sites. For project information,
contact Helene Chabot, Cultural Program Coordinator, at (250)
654-4016.

Non-native Plants
Is that a seed on your sock? As you travel from island to island,
you can help prevent the spread of non-native plants by:
brushing off plant material (seeds, pollen, etc.) from hair, skin,
clothing and your pets; checking footwear, socks and bottoms
of feet; examining all gear and equipment; and inspecting
ground sheets, tents and tarps brought to the islands.

Seventy-five non-native plant species have been inventoried
on the park’s islands and islets. These plants out-compete and
displace native plants, changing the natural habitat. The current
removal program focuses on Scotch broom, Himalayan
blackberry, and the most recent invader, Carpet burweed.
Burweed, found on campsites on D’Arcy Island, was probably
brought to the area on tents or groundsheets. It is highly
aggressive, forming a dense, almost impenetrable carpet in fields

and open areas.
In 1992, Maxwell International Baha’i students began

removing non-native plants from parklands. Since then, almost
500 participants (437 volunteers) have contributed over 2800
hours to this effort. Recent assessments show that headway is
being made. For project information, contact Invasive Species
Plant Representative, Cam Sanjivi at (250) 654-4003.

Staff Update
Jay Leopkey joins the Outer Islands’ warden team this summer.
Currently from Jasper, he has worked in Yoho, Pacific Rim, and
Riding Mountain. Jay enjoys cycling, hiking, diving,
mountaineering and spending time with family.

Warden Cameron Sanjivi moves from Sidney to an Outer
Island this summer. Cam has a background in criminology and
natural resource management and he coordinates plant
removal programs in the park. He speaks Hindi and enjoys
surfing, mountain biking, trekking and camping.

Saturna warden Leila Sumi moves to Sidney for the next 6
months, on assignment as law enforcement coordinator for the
park and training a new recruit park warden.

Sara Sandwith joins the interpretation team, and will be
based in Sidney. Sara has a background in geography and
marine biology. Sara speaks English, Spanish and French. She
is an actress, dancer and musician, and is an avid traveller,
cyclist, hiker and kayaker.

For information on the park, contact the main office at
(250) 654-4000. 0
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