
R
eaders of ‘California’s whales seeking colder water to
feed’ (page 1) could easily get the idea that global
warming could have rather pleasant effects on the Gulf

Islands—in fact on all that thin strip of territory along the 49th
parallel where most Canadians live. And in the sense that
winters might be warmer and drier this may be so for the next
few years. 

The name itself, ‘global warming,’ is a dangerous misnomer
and encourages the misconception. (‘Global warming’ is
increasingly giving way to the more accurate ‘climate change.’)

Whatever the name, we need to be aware that effects on
most of Canada is nothing like as favourable as they may seem
in our coastal playground. Our farmlands will also become
drier, the permafrost become muskeg, the sea-ice become
water, and the mountain pine beetle will eat its voracious way
across the forests of the west.

It’s now only the ostriches among our politicians who do not
believe that global warming is occurring. Yes, there are
uncertainties—how fast it’s happening, whether it is accelerating,
the relative importance of the various contributing factors. 

But the first certainty is that the greenhouse effect from
increasing amounts of carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere
is a factor, and human use of fossil fuels is contributing to the

increasing concentration. 
The second certainty is that whatever action we take now,

our grandchildren may well be our age before it makes any
substantial difference.

This is why it’s a moral issue: there’s no immediate
discernible benefit to us from either taking action now to
reduce greenhouse gas production, or from taking action now
to mitigate the effects of climatic change. It’s all about other
people, who live elsewhere, or who are not born yet.

But however comfortable we may be in our favoured corner
of the world, it’s time that we insisted on action. Southern Gulf
Islanders are fortunate that their MP is also the federal
Minister of Natural Resources, a position of influence. He must
be aware that Canada’s national climate change policies must
be governed by the long-term needs of humans and the
environment, rather than the short-term preferences of the
fossil fuel industries. 

As a moral issue, this transcends political debate and
demands leadership rather than finger-pointing. Canada, as a
leading producer of greenhouse gases, must now set an
example to the world in their reduction. And Canada, as a
nation most impacted by global warming, must also set an
example in mitigating its effects. We can do it. 0
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