
In December, the Sierra Club of BC released a map showing
how a predicted sea level rise of 6 to 25 metres will eliminate
significant parts of BC’s Capital Regional District.

A 6-metre sea level rise caused by global warming will
submerge expensive homes all along the Saanich Peninsula
shoreline and Gorge waterway, make part of Oak Bay an island,
and eliminate entire neighbourhoods in Fairfield, James Bay,
Esquimalt, Saanich, Sidney and Gordon Head. It will also put
Victoria’s cruise ship port, the Swartz Bay ferry terminal and
parts of Victoria’s downtown under water.

‘The provincial government must follow California’s
example and legislate mandatory reductions in BC’s
greenhouse gas emissions to help save our capital district,’ said
Sierra Club BC energy campaigner Lisa Matthaus.

A Google Earth file on the Sierra Club BC website zooms in
on the CRD, allowing residents to see if their homes will be
flooded. Available at www.sierraclub.ca/bc, the file overlays sea
level rises on provincial riding and municipal boundaries, and
calculates the percentage of flooding. 

The 6-metre prediction is based on a series of articles on
climate change in the March 2006 issue of the journal Science.

The 25-metre scenario is based on information from the NASA
Goddard Institute for Space Studies, and involves the melting
of all of the Greenland and West Antarctic ice sheets, terrestrial
glaciers and part of the East Antarctic ice sheet, as well as the
thermal expansion of sea water.

Under the 25-metre scenario, 100% of Sidney, 78% of
Esquimalt, 74% of Victoria and 65% of Oak Bay will be under
water. The provincial legislature, the airport, the ferry terminals
and Victoria’s cruise ship port will all disappear into the ocean.

‘We are almost certain to see a 6-metre sea level rise if we
cannot keep the global average temperature rise below 2ºC,’ said
Sierra Club executive director Kathryn Molloy. ‘This could
happen within the lifetime of my grandchildren if we do not take
significant action immediately to curb global carbon emissions.
We are already experiencing extreme weather events caused by
climate change, but we still have time to prevent the worst
damage.’

‘In the next 20 years BC needs to slash provincial carbon
emissions, minimize reliance on fossil fuels, and prioritize
renewable energy,’ said Sierra Club BC science advisor Dr Colin
Campbell. ✐
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