
P
arks Canada is actively working towards the recovery of
several rare and endangered butterfly and plant species
associated with Garry oak ecosystems. Several areas

within the national parks have been assessed and five potential
sites identified for Garry oak ecosystem restoration and
butterfly recovery.  These sites, still at the exploratory stage,
include East Point on Saturna Island, Tumbo Island,
Anniversary Island, Brackman Island and Eagle Island in
Sidney Island Lagoon. 

Restoration activities at these sites over the next few years
may include removal of invasive exotic plant species; assessing
and establishing native plants that can provide food for these
rare butterflies; establishing vegetation monitoring plots; and
installing temporary fencing to keep out browsing animals such
as Black-tailed deer. 

An additional small islet, near D’Arcy Island, has been
proposed as a site for the establishment of Golden paintbrush,
an extremely rare plant species in Canada, to assess whether it
will grow effectively to become a food source for the
endangered butterflies. 

Prior to beginning any on-site activities, plans must be
developed to determine methods for ecosystem restoration and
for raising and relocating rare plants and butterflies. These
plans are then subject to the environmental assessment
process. 

Garry oak ecosystem restoration and butterfly recovery
efforts are expected to commence in summer 2007.  Most of
the work this year will be in planning and setting up the project.  

An update on the progress of the Garry Oak Ecosystem
Restoration and Butterfly Recovery Project will be available in
fall 2007.   0
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