
Dear Premier Campbell:
The Valhalla Wilderness Society greatly appreciates your public
statement honouring Colleen McCrory, one of Canada’s
greatest environmental activists. She was a true representative
of the public interest. Your statement that she ‘demonstrated
an unparalleled commitment to the well-being of BC’s
wilderness and the future of this province’ was a very accurate
tribute.

You say that she ‘shared her knowledge with the world, and
reminded us of the true value of our forests, our mountains and
the wildlife that inhabits them.’ Indeed, that is so, and it is
gratifying to know that you recognize it. Colleen carried around
the world the knowledge that our forests are ‘the lungs of the
planet.’ If governments had acted appropriately at the time
that Colleen and many other environmental activists began to
tell us this, the carbon pollution, global warming and massive
species loss that are now happening could have been slowed
down.

Instead, governments valued only the economic benefits of
clearcutting the forest. To politicians that was more important
than the survival of species. Their logging policies are directly
responsible for the threatened extinction of the mountain
caribou, the spotted owl and other old-growth dependent

species such as lichens. The same old-growth forests that these
animals needed could have been storing carbon for us. They
could have been holding in water, moisturizing the atmosphere.
But now most of the old-growth is gone, and it seems that one
of the species at riskmay soon be human beings.

I am aware that your government has vowed to do better.
The key ingredient of Colleen’s success when she vowed to do
something was that she put her actions where her words were;
and she kept doing it.

Although Colleen is gone, I can tell you what actions she
would recommend if you want to honour her memory. Colleen
spent the last nine years of her life calling attention to the value
of the old-growth inland temperate rainforest and trying to save
its endangeredmountain caribou. She was extremely upset that
old-growth forest continued to be logged even while the
mountain caribou was struggling to survive. She was outraged
that the recovery process for mountain caribou had been going
on for over three years with no definitive result.

You may think your Species at Risk Coordination Office
(SaRCO) is taking care of that. Did you know that over 42
scientists have signed a petition saying that SaRCO's draft
strategy is deficient and all logging of old-growth in mountain
caribou habitat should be stopped? Did you know that almost
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British Columbians mourn the loss of one of BC’s most
distinguished environmentalists, Colleen McCrory. Over her
lifetime, Colleen demonstrated an unparalleled commitment to
the well-being of BC’s wilderness and the future of this
province.

A founding member of the Valhalla Wilderness Society and
Canada’s Future Forest Alliance, and a winner of the 1992
Goldman Environmental Prize, one of the world’s top
environmental prizes, the Governor General of Canada’s
Conservation Award, and Vancouver Island Human Rights
Coalition Citation for Outstanding Contributions to Protection
of the Environment, she was a tireless champion for the

preservation of our province’s natural habitat.
Colleen shared her knowledge with the world, and reminded

us of the true value of our forests, our mountains and the
wildlife that inhabits them. She built a network of
environmental, native, industry, labour and community leaders
and helped us work together for the betterment of British
Columbia’s wildlife and its people.

Colleen McCrory’s loss is deeply felt by British Columbians.
To her family and her community, we offer our sincerest
condolences.

Honourable Gordon Campbell, Office of The Premier
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all the grassroots environmental groups in the region are
united against any more logging of old-growth in mountain
caribou habitat?

Colleen was particularly concerned about the mountain
caribou in our area: the Central Selkirk herd. This is the
most viable of all the southern herds, yet improvements to
habitat protection proposed by the government have been
grossly inadequate. The Valhalla Wilderness Society has
identified the area needed by this herd. It is our new Central
SelkirkMountain Caribou Park Proposal.

Your statement about Colleen is a good start, but only

action can honour the memory of Colleen McCrory. She
spent over thirty years of her life fighting massive damage to
the environment that was covered up by talk. Colleen’s
brother Wayne and I would like to meet with you or your
representatives to discuss the mountain caribou situation
and the Central Selkirk Mountain Caribou Park Proposal in
detail. This proposal is the result of years of study that
Colleen and the Valhalla Society have given this crucially
important area. Your office can call me or Wayne to arrange
ameeting.

Anne Sherrod, Valhalla Society, New Denver, BC
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