
Residents of New Denver voted ‘no’ to cell phone service in a
community poll held February 7 and 8. Cell phones have been
controversial in New Denver for some time. Village
administration held the poll to determine residents’ wishes are
on this controversial technology. The Village of New Denver
will proceed with a formal appeal to the federal government
agency Industry Canada, based on the poll results.

‘I see this first and foremost a health issue, and a vindication
of local democracy,’ says Healthy Housing Society chairperson
Julia Greenlaw. ‘We don’t accept any unnecessary risk to public
health. It’s up to government to prove the safety of these
devices before releasing them on an unsuspecting public.’

Residents voting ‘no’ are alarmed by a growing international
body of scientific studies linking frequent cell phone use to brain
cancer, leukemia and autism in children, melatonin imbalance
leading to sleep disruption, and other maladies. Studies from
Germany and Israel have documented up to a threefold increase
in the incidence of cancer in residents living within 400 metres of
cell phone signal towers, and ‘cancer clusters’ are breaking out
near cell towers around the world. A recent study from Cleveland
found that the more hours the men spent on their cell phone, the
lower the sperm count and the greater the percentage of
abnormal sperm.

‘The fact that Health Canada doesn’t accept this
information doesn’t carry much weight with us, considering
their track record with things such as tobacco,’ says Greenlaw.

‘Health Canada has lagged way behind in the past, often to the
advantage of big business.’

Health Canada’s public exposure standard for microwave
radiation, Safety Code 6, deals only with thermal effects
(heating) despite the fact that studies since the mid-1990s have
shown non-thermal biological effects. The telecommunications
industry has argued from the start that low power equals no
effect on human health, since cell phones use less than 2 watts
to broadcast signals. According to leading cell phone expert Dr
George Carlo, the issue of power output is irrelevant. Carlo and
other scientists agree it’s the microwave frequency, not the
power that creates biological effects.

New regulations introduced after a four-year review of
Industry Canada policy require telecommunications providers
to consult with local government as to the location of broadcast
towers. Ultimate authority in cases of dispute rests with
Industry Canada, which is responsible for governance of radio
communications facilities.

‘We see this as an opportunity for Industry Canada to be
responsive to local concerns and demonstrate that its new
policy isn’t just window dressing,’ says Greenlaw. ‘We just want
them to respect our wishes to opt out of a technology we see as

potentially harmful to ourselves and our children.’0
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