
On October 13, the BC and Canadian governments announced
their agreement on a proposed boundary for a national marine
conservation area reserve in the southern Strait of Georgia, also
known as the Salish Sea. 

Adoption of this boundary would protect a broad area of
approximately 1,400sq.km in the southern Strait of Georgia
stretching from Cordova Bay in Saanich, past Gabriola Passage
to southern Gabriola Island, and including Saanich Inlet. The
proposed area would surround the Gulf Islands National Park
Reserve, ensuring ecosystem protection on both land and
water.

Next Steps for Feasibility Assessment
In-depth consultations will now take place with First
Nations, local governments and stakeholders in the
proposed marine conservation area. Then, the governments
of Canada and BC will consider the input and determine
whether a national marine conservation area (NMCA)
reserve is practical and desirable. If the decision is
favourable, the two governments would then negotiate an
agreement to establish the NMCA.

Designation of this NMCA reserve would occur in phases,
beginning with a core section of about 800sq.km including
the waters of Active Pass to the south and surrounding
Mayne, Prevost, Pender and Saturna Islands, along the
southern shores of Salt Spring Island and south to D’Arcy
Island.

What is an NMCA?
National marine conservation areas are protected areas
managed for ecologically sustainable use by Parks Canada
under the Canada National Marine Conservation Areas

Act. They include the seabed, the water above it and all living
resources. The goal of these protected areas is to harmonize
conservation practices with human activities such as fishing,
shipping and recreation. Mining and oil and gas exploration
and exploitation are prohibited.

A NMCA reserve in the Strait of Georgia would be
managed in collaboration with Fisheries and Oceans
Canada, which would continue to manage the area fisheries.

Unique Aquatic Environment
The marine life along the west coast of BC is among the most
diverse in the world’s temperate waters. The southern Strait

of Georgia’s marine biodiversity is highly representative of
the larger Strait of Georgia marine ecosystem. The unique
habitat supports rich subtidal communities, lush kelp
forests, harbour seals, killer whales, sea lions, porpoises,
seabird colonies, thousands of invertebrate species, and the
world’s largest octopus, the giant Pacific octopus.

The BC government would transfer administration of the
seabed to the federal government if a NMCA reserve is
established.There are 29 marine regions in Parks Canada’s
National Marine Conservation Area Systems Plan, including
the Strait of Georgia marine region. Parks Canada’s goal is
to represent each of these distinct marine regions with a
national marine conservation area.

NMCA History
In 2003, the Canadian and BC governments signed a
Memorandum of Understanding that committed the two to
assess the feasibility of a NMCA reserve in the southern
Strait of Georgia.

Since 2004, Parks Canada, in partnership with the BC
government, has been conducting a feasibility assessment
to determine if the area should be protected as a NMCA
reserve. 

From 2005-2010, Parks Canada hosted information
sessions, open houses, workshops and meetings in southern
Gulf Island and Lower Mainland communities. They also
completed technical studies and analysed ecological,
cultural and socio-economic information. A map atlas was
developed, detailing the marine values and resource uses in
and around the proposed reserve.

Other NMCAs
Currently, four national marine conservation areas exist in
Canada: Fathom Five National Marine Park and Lake
Superior National Marine Conservation Area in Ontario;
Saguenay-St Lawrence Marine Park in Quebec; and most
recently, Gwaii Haanas National Marine Conservation Area
Reserve and Haida Heritage Site, designated in June 2010.

The Strait of Georgia is one of 29 marine regions that
Parks Canada aims to represent as part of the national
marine conservation area system. Ecologically sustainable
fishing, navigation and recreation will continue. 0
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