
In response to continually declining populations of mountain
caribou, the BC government is planning a cull of grey wolves in
the South Selkirk and South Peace regions. It is targeting 184
wolves with plans to shoot them from helicopters. The decision
is being called ‘unethical’ by many people. Scientists are also
arguing that the decline of caribou is based largely on the failure
of the government to protect the old-growth forests that caribou
herds rely on, and that the plan is ‘scientifically flawed’.

Thirty-seven percent of adult mortality in four decreasing
caribou herds in the South Peace region has been documented
as wolf predation. Tom Ethier, an assistant deputy minister of
BC’s Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
operations, said that the evidence points to wolves being the
leading cause of caribou mortality. He didn’t mention what
caused the other 63% mortality, but environmental groups have
been quick to point at loss of habitat and recreational activities
such as snowmobiling and heli-skiing.

‘Even our larger subpopulations that started out with a much
greater chance of surviving have been declining rapidly,’ said
Valhalla Wilderness Watch. ‘These areas still have unprotected
intact habitat that could be protected, and they have serious
problems with snowmobiles and heli-skiing in critical winter
feeding grounds—there are options... other than blasting away
at wolves from the air; but they are largely being ignored.’

BC’s Caribou Recovery Plan
The BC government’s Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan was first
introduced in 2008, when BC was home to an estimated 1,885
mountain caribou. The plan vowed to increase that number to
2,500 by 2028. Unfortunately, with six years now past, caribou
numbers have decreased to an estimated 1,500. 

The Central Selkirk herd has faced drops of 40% in 2012 and
2014. The population had previously been stable for 10 years. A
government census on the decline reported that displacement
of caribou by recreational activities is a major concern.
Snowmobiling is being reported by others as a problem across
the province.

‘The Recovery Plan’s farcical Snowmobile Management
Agreements (SMA’s) allow snowmobile clubs to develop plans
to voluntarily stay out of caribou habitat and monitor
themselves,’ explained Valhalla Wilderness Watch. ‘This
program has miserably failed. In the North Thompson area,

snowmobile trespasses into closure zones have been recorded
in the Foam Creek Snowmobile Mountain Caribou Ungulate
Winter Range, and the North Blue River Valley closure zone.
Government scientists have extensive documentation of
snowmobile trespasses in the South Purcells and other planning
units, yet the political level of government is turning a blind eye.’

A series of field assessments by Craig Pettitt, chairperson of
the Wilderness Watch, showed that ideal habitat is often given
to recreation, while the caribou are expected to live in steep areas
that are not traversable by snowmobiles. 

No new parks of substantial size have been created in the
region under the current recovery plan, leading people to accuse
the plan of being a ‘widespread failure’. 

‘...the government is shamelessly using wolves as a scapegoat
for what it hasn’t done to protect the caribou,’ concluded
Valhalla Wilderness Watch.

Decision ‘Scientifically Unsound’ 
Scientists and wolf experts are also saying that the plan is
‘scientifically unsound’. Sadie Parr, director of Wolf Awareness
Inc, said that ‘killing wolves to increase ungulate populations
has not worked in history in the long term.’ She went on to
explain that killing wolves will fracture their packs and cause
many to move and form new ones, leading to increased
breeding. ‘It’s scientifically flawed,’ she said. ‘They really are
treated as vermin. The sad part is this is done under the guise of
saving another species. Unfortunately, caribou are on their way
out because of humans—they need old-growth habitat.’

Killing wolves to protect the caribou will also commit the
government to at least 60 years of continuous wolf culls, she
adds. It will take that long for the herds to recover, and new
wolves will move into the gaps left in their populations. 

Aerial Hunting ‘Unethical’
Justifying killing one animal to ‘save’ another is a slippery slope
for our government to stand on, said Heather Bryan, a biologist
with the Raincoast Conservation Foundation and UVIC
researcher. She explained that aerial hunting does not guarantee
a clean kill and may cause the wolves to suffer needlessly before
death. The method is not considered ethical by the Canadian
Council of Animal Care.0
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