
Maps obtained by the
Wilderness Committee last
month show that logging
company Teal Jones, which
holds cutting rights to an
unprotected section of the
Walbran Valley, has laid out
eight new cutblocks, all within
old growth forests in the central
valley. The company has filed an
application for logging in one
cutblock, number 4424, and
environmentalists worry that
more may be to come for the
other seven planned areas.

This iconic forest was the
focal point to the so-called ‘War
in the Woods’ protests over 20
years ago, which raged on for
years and resulted in one of
Canada’s largest mass arrests, of
some 856 activists. The new
logging plans are located on the
north side of the Walbran Valley,
near the boundary of Carmanah-
Walbran provincial park and too close for comfort—says
Wilderness Committee—to Castle Grove, one of the valley’s
most monumental old growth stand.

The alarm bells first went off for environmentalists in the fall
of 2014, when survey tape was found throughout the Walbran
Valley. The Wilderness Committee jumped into action
immediately, with a flurry of emails back and forth with Teal
Jones as they tried to negotiate protection of the most important
sections of the valley. 

Torrance Coste, of the Wilderness Committee, says he was
surprised by Teal Jones’ initial response, which he says
promised to incorporate his concerns into any logging plans.
Now, Teal Jones has revealed its eight cutblocks—which
surround Castle Grove in a semi-circle and include large old
growth stands that the Wilderness Committee had marked as

priority areas for protection. 
The company manages 99,000 hectares. Coste says that the

area the Wilderness Committee was asking Teal Jones to protect
was 486 hectares—less than 0.5% of the area available to them.

In 1991 following the ‘War in the Woods’, when the BC
government established the Carmanah-Walbran Provincial
Park, a ‘bite-sized’ area was left unprotected. A compromise that
Torrace Coste says environmentalists have long regretted, and
exactly where Teal Jones’ current logging plans are located.

The Walbran Valley is home to some of the world’s largest
spruce and cedar trees, some taller than 65 metres and over a
thousand years old. The area provides critical habitat to
endangered species, and sequesters far more carbon than
younger forests. Logging has already decimated old growth
habitat across Vancouver Island and BC. At low elevations, only
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Logging company Teal Jones edges closer to Castle
Grove - Natalie Dunsmuir



10% or less of original forests remain intact, reports the
Wilderness Committee.

Torrace Coste has stated that activists are ready once again
to jump in to help protect the Walbran Valley if necessary. Over
500 people have written to the government asking them to deny
any permits and work towards protection for the valley. Activists
will be on the watch this summer and will continue to spread
the word to the hundreds of environmentalists, young and old,
who feel that the Walbran Valley is ‘simply too special to lose,’
Coste says. 0
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