
A federal election has been called for May 2.
This is the opportunity for every Canadian to express

his or her opinion about the government of the nation,
and to influence its future.  

There is a tendency for such a grand-sounding
statement to be dismissed as a naïve and futile hope. 

Such cynicism has led many to disrespect
parliament, the fundamental institution of Canada’s
government. 

And to dismiss parliamentary elections as irrelevant
to their lives. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Canadians need to elect Members of Parliament who
are the most conscientious representatives, the most
inspired visionaries, the most persuasive
communicators, the most independent thinkers, and
the most devoted to the service of the nation.

An MP should represent not just the dominant
interest group in a constituency, but everyone there. 

Likewise, the entire House of Commons, not any
party, is the government of the day. 

There are five political parties. They endorse like-
minded individuals, and their nomination of candidates
does serve as a kind of shorthand to assist the voter in
identifying common philosophical threads. 

But political parties do all Canadians a disservice
when they limit the freedom of thought or expression of
their candidates and MPs, in order to promote a single
message.

Parliament Is The Government
Canada’s government is a representative parliamentary
democracy, not a presidential system. The Prime
Minister is merely an MP who is the leader of the party
with the most members in Parliament. This is generally

termed the ‘government’ party, and is responsible for
the budget and major legislation. However, it is
Parliament that has the authority and the responsibility
to govern Canada, not the Prime Minister.

Coalitions
As long as the Bloc Quebecois holds fifty or more seats out

of 308, it is extremely difficult for any of the other four

parties to achieve an absolute majority in the House of

Commons. A majority of Members of Parliament can

probably only be achieved by a coalition.

The concept of a coalition has been much derided. But a

coalition which includes the best leaders from more than

one party, the best visions from more than one party, and

the best ideas and initiatives from more than one party, may

very well result in a more representative, able, and

imaginative government than could be achieved by a single

party.

Civility and Tradition
The successful functioning of the House depends on its
rules and traditions, the most fundamental of which is
civility. If the MPs are in fact the best Canadians that we
want them to be, they will naturally be civil out of respect
for one another.

A parliamentary election is successful if it results in a
Parliament that is representative of all Canadians and
which can ensure good government. This requires
intelligent debate both in the House of Commons and
throughout the nation. So elections, too, demand civility
and respect.

The Opposition
The quotation ‘The duty of an opposition is to oppose’ has
been variously attributed to Benjamin Disraeli and Lord
Randolph Churchill (by his son, Winston). It is a
fundamental cynicism, and inherently destructive of both
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reasoned debate and good government.
It contains not one, but two destructive concepts.
The first is that a party that is not the ‘government’ is

automatically in opposition.
The second is that the ‘opposition’ must oppose

every initative put forward by the government party.
The quotation should be restated as ‘The duty of a

party that is not the government is to put forward an
alternative to the government’s proposal, or to support
it.’ Not as ringingly poetic, perhaps, but far more
constructive.

Another function of the ‘opposition’ is said to be
‘holding the government to account’. This is in fact a
responsibility of every individual member, no matter
which party endorsement they hold.

The Voter’s Act of Democracy
The voter’s responsibility is to judge the candidates put
forward for Member of Parliament in his electoral area,
and decide which individual would not only best
represent the voters of the constituency, but which one
would best serve Canada. And then the voter’s duty is to
actually go to the polling place and vote.

We all know that voter participation has been
steadily declining across the nation, in the face of the
cynicism described above. But this small effort on the
part of the voter is the most important individual act of
democracy in Canada’s government. There should be
no excuse for missing the opportunity. 0
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