
On page 6, opposite, we have profiles of four
Saanich–Gulf Islands candidates; other candidates may
yet file. We apologize for missing them but we have to
start somewhere. 

Saanich-Gulf Islands, where many of our readers will
vote, has a cabinet minister incumbent and a federal
party leader as a candidate. It may be the electoral
district where a very significant break-through for the
Green Party takes place.

We hope to have more information on other
electoral districts in our next edition, for more of the
electoral districts on the coast, see Elections Canada
map, page 2.

Meanwhile here are ten questions that we think are
very relevant to Canada’s future. We are gratified to see
that some have already come up. You could clip the
questions out and see how candidates do in the media
and at All-Candidates meetings. (Andrew Loveridge
(250-539-2507) lets us know that Galiano Ratepayers
are hosting the meeting on that island on Thursday,
April 28, Lions Hall.)

The question we didn’t ask and which seems to be at
the top of readers’ minds, depite its eclipse in the other
media, is nuclear safety. You can read a lot about it in
this edition.

1. What is your vision for the future of the Canadian
economy? How do you see the relative importance of
resource extraction, manufacturing, agriculture, the
services sector, the knowledge industries?

2. Canada’s future depends on the skills of its people.
Do you favour changing the financial structure of post-
secondary education, and if so, what sort of
federal/provincial arrangements would you favour?

3. What should be Canada’s international positions
with regard to the US, Europe, Africa, South America,
Southeast Asia, China, the Middle East, and Russia; the
United Nations and NATO?

4. The RCMP has both a national role and is under
contract to provinces and municipalities for local law
enforcement. How should the RCMP be governed?

5. What future role do you see for Canada’s armed
forces? Do you see a need for the proposed fleet of F-35
fighters?

6. Do you favour proportional representation? If so,
how should it be implemented?

7. Do you support the export of tar sands bitumen or
synthetic crude to Asia? If so, how should it be
transported?

8. Do you favour a general shift from corporate to
consumer taxation? Do you see a role for a carbon tax?

9. The Canadian population includes an increasing
proportion of seniors. How do you see this impacting:
income policy; social policy; health policy?

10. If, after the election, no single party had a majority
of the seats in the house, would you/your party join a

coalition? 0
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