
Politics are not normally my passion; neither are ‘current

affairs.’ This has been a joke in my family since the day my

daughter came home from Grade 6 filled with a

conversation she’d had with her homeroom teacher here

on Galiano Island. For weeks he’d been sending home a

current affairs sheet and asking the students to get their

parents to help them complete it; the goal was to get

students to listen to the news. I hated the assignment; the

questions in my view were limited and pointless, with no

thought to gaining a broader perspective on the issues.

One evening I simply refused to participate, and my

daughter returned to school with her assignment

incomplete. ‘My mother doesn’t believe in current affairs,’

she explained to her teacher. He was astounded: ‘does she

think they don’t happen?’ 

Things happen every day, but we often don’t know, for

weeks, months, years, what they actually mean. Take the

current nuclear meltdown, or partial meltdown, in Japan.

The upbeat, optimistic version put out by the company,

and by the Japanese government, has led the nightly news

from the beginning, consistently obscuring and

downplaying the failure of back-up system after back-up

system; the last remaining back-up system, said one

scientist the other night, is ‘the will of God.’ It will be

months, possibly years before we know the full extent of

the damage, not only in Japan but around the planet. 

Three years ago Gary Lunn, our current MP, fired

Linda Keen, the President of the Canadian Nuclear Safety

Commission, for insisting that regulations ensuring

adequate back-up safety systems on our own nuclear

reactors be adhered to.  Luckily for Lunn, no nuclear

meltdown occurred on the planet the week he fired Keen,

and so no-one in Canada paid much attention—I doubt

the firing would have made it onto my daughter’s current

affairs sheet. 

I prefer to focus on the long-view, the perspective that

history gives us. One thing this perspective teaches is that

things change; things can get worse, sometimes much,

much worse, before they get better.  Take the ideological

split that has so polarized American and, increasingly,

Canadian politics. This split has always been there; at its

most basic level it is the split between the rich and the

poor, between the bosses and the workers, and, as my ex-

husband used to say, between the enforcers and the slack-

asses (we being at the time among the beleaguered slack-

asses). 

But now, since 9/11 in particular, this split has gotten

worse, much worse. Not only has the gap widened

significantly in North America between the rich and the

poor, but a level of extreme fundamentalism has been

thrown into the mix, and with it a growing sense of

paranoia, of embattlement, of  ‘us against them.’

Bogeymen are being erected everywhere, leading to mass

confusion and ever-increasing mud-slinging. 

This growing division among us is affecting everything;

ideology has come to take precedence over what we all, in

our hearts, know to be true—that more unites us than

divides us; that we are among the most fortunate on the

planet; that we can, and should, help the less fortunate at

home and around the world.

Creeping fundamentalism is now impacting science;

believing that our world’s climate is changing, that the ice

caps in the Arctic are melting, has become an ideological

position, akin to the abortion debate or to creationism

versus evolution. This is as true in Canada, once a world

leader in understanding the science of climate change and

reversing its impact, as much as it is in America. You could

call it blindness, except that it goes way beyond blindness

to stubbornness and to a kind of hardening, where people

simply stop listening to one another. 

All this brings us back to politics. What we are now

witnessing in the House of Commons and on our
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television screens is a debasement at the most
fundamental level of discourse. When people are
shouting, they can’t listen. When they are spewing
hatred, their hearts are slammed shut to each other. To
turn this around we need to support change at the most
radical level; we need to support a politics of sanity, of
compassion, of rational and open-hearted discourse. 

It’s time to put aside the imperative to ‘vote
strategically’ or along party lines and to vote instead

with our minds and hearts, for the candidate most
likely to represent our deepest concerns, not just for our
communities, for our democratic ideals and way of life,
but also, and crucially, for the future of our planet. 0
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