
Parliament was in recess during the week of February 21-
25, and some 80 Conservative cabinet ministers, senators,
and MPs were dispatched across Canada to announce—in
most cases, reannounce—federal government spending
plans totaling $200 million. The Saanich–Gulf Islands
electoral area won this bizarre contest; drawing the Prime
Minister himself to reannounce a new helicopter base to
be built at the Patricia Bay complex.

Pat Bay already has a helicopter hanger, now 60-years-
old, serving six venerable CH-124 Sea King helicopters
supporting Canadian Navy anti-submarine operations
throughout the Pacific, as well as Search and Rescue and
light transport. The new 20,000 square metre facility will
accommodate their replacements—nine new Sikorsky CH-
148 Cyclone helicopters—and is scheduled to be
completed in 2014. 

The new base, estimated to cost $155 million
(according to the PM’s latest press release), was first
announced at least as early as 2009. It would not seem
necessary to announce it again, particularly with the Prime
Minister, Defence Minister Peter MacKay, and
Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Gary Lunn present for a ‘photo

opportunity’, along with a crowd of helicopter mechanics
and beribboned officers of 443 Squadron. However, a
federal election, rumoured to occur this spring, may
provide an explanation.

If it in fact occurs, MP Lunn, who has maintained a low
profile (with the exception of the construction of a new
interchange at Highway 17 and McTavish Road), is
opposed by Elizabeth May, national leader of the Green
Party. Ottawa reports indicate that the Conservatives have
identified Lunn as vulnerable, and some polls have
indicated that Lunn and May are neck-and-neck.

Lunn has been MP for Saanich-Gulf Islands through
five elections, representing the full evolution of today’s
Conservative Party (Reform, Canadian Alliance,
Conservatives). He has been in cabinet since 2006.
Initially, he was Minister of Natural Resources (where he
supported shipping tar sands oil in supertankers from
Kitimat, and fired Linda Keen, head of the Canadian
Nuclear Safety Commission); he currently serves as
Minister of State for Sport (where he represented the
Federal Government at numerous events of the 2010
winter Olympics). 0
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