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Liberal motion would hoist new Fisheries Act for
six months
On the first day’s debate of second reading of the minority
Conservative government’s proposed new Fisheries Act, Bill C45, the Liberal opposition introduced an amendment that
would delay further parliamentary debate on the Bill by six
months.
Scott
Simms,
Liberal
member
for
Bonavista–Gander–Grand Falls–Windsor moved for the delay
in order to provide more time for consultation with
stakeholders. The omnibus bill has been widely criticized by
fishermen and conservation groups for lack of prior
consultation, and the government had refused to send the Bill
to committee prior to second reading.
The February 23 parliamentary session ran out of time
before the amendment could come to a vote, but fisheries
minister Loyola Hearn later expressed the opinion that the
Liberals' action may have effectively killed the Bill.
Conservation groups across Canada have been calling for
the withdrawal of Bill C-45.’ The groups maintain that the
proposed Bill is flawed and fails to adequately mandate
protection for Canada’s marine and freshwater environments
or for environmental protection in general.
‘This proposed Bill falls far short of our expectations,’
commented Bill Wareham, acting director for the David Suzuki
Foundation’s Marine Conservation Program. ‘Our review of
the Bill found significant short-comings. The Bill lacks language
that requires the Minister of Fisheries to protect Canada’s fish
and fish habitat.’

Bill C-45 was introduced to parliament by the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans in early December 2006. Although the
current Fisheries Act is outdated and needs to be modernized,
the conservation groups said Bill C-45 has major failings that
needed addressing before the Bill proceeded any further.
‘Bill C-45 does not compel the Minister to make conservation
of fish and their habitat a priority, only that it be taken it into
consideration in making decisions,’ said Catherine Stewart,
campaign director for the Living Oceans Society. ‘Any new
legislation concerning the management and protection of
Canada’s fish stocks should be far more forward thinking. This
proposed Bill is a 19th century vision for the 21st century.’
‘If this Bill passes in its current form Canadians will be losing
a huge opportunity to secure a better future of our ocean and
freshwater fish and fish habitats, and the communities that rely
on them,’ commented Susanna Fuller, Marine Conservation
coordinator for the Ecology Action Centre in Halifax.
Martha Kostuch, vice president for Alberta’s Friends of the
Old Man River, stated that C-45 was developed without proper
consultation with the public and stakeholders.
With the delay of the Bill, stakeholders may now get their
opportunity for consultation and further development before it
before it returns to parliament. ✐
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