
Green Party Leader Elizabeth May officially announced her
candidacy for Saanich-Gulf Islands on Tuesday, September 8,
following a weekend at the Saanich Fair. The second nominee
for candidacy is Stuart Hertzog from Victoria (please note the
‘t’, apologies for misspelling his name in our last edition). Both
nominees have come through the party’s screening process.

In a telephone interview, on  September 2, May says she is
very grateful to people in the electoral area who have supported
her in seeking the candidacy, including readers of Island Tides
who contacted her (Island Tides ran an interview with May in
our July 2 edition. It can be downloaded from our ‘Canadian
Politics’ archive at www.islandtides.com).

Our phone conversation came as she was dashing back into
her house in Nova Scotia, returning from a cross-country tour
of events with her daughter Victoria-Cate. The next job was to
pack the car with everything Victoria-Cate needs to move into a
shared house in Halifax where she is starting her first year at
university. 

That done, May was returning to Saanich Gulf–Islands in
time for Labour Day weekend. She has rented a house in
central Sidney and points out she has had a major life change
since the 2008 election. She has changed from a single-mom to
an empty-nester.  

From her Ottawa sources, May is convinced there will be a
fall 2009 election. Nobody wants annual elections, she says, but
it is clear that the Conservatives have lost the confidence of the
house; not least for ‘shutting the doors of Parliament and
bolting them shut’ for two months, only six weeks after forming
a minority government in the 2008 election. 

Given that a tone for cooperation has not been set, she says,
any coalition in Ottawa is unlikely at this point. However, she
feels the solution to continual elections is to introduce an ethic
of cooperative government. 

Of Saanich-Gulf Islanders, she says that they are thirsty for
change both in the riding and in Parliament. She says she has
entered the political race here to give a voice to those who want
politics done differently. Her election, she feels, would send a
clear signal for cooperative government.

The Green Party, she says, is now on the cusp of winning
seats. The party, she says, is eager to include members who are

elected MPs. And indeed, a month-long surge in popular
support for the Greens in British Columbia has turned the
province into a four-way race, says pollster Harris Decima, with
the Tories polling at 28%, the NDP at 26%, the Greens Party at
24% and the Liberals at 20%.  May quotes the same poll as
saying 40% of Canadians want to see the Green Party leader in
Parliament.

May acknowledes that. ‘It takes a lot of courage to stand for
nomination’ and she is grateful to people who put their names
forward for the Green Party, including former candidate and
former party deputy leader, Andrew Lewis, who achieved so
much in the riding.

The Second Nominee
Speaking of Stuart Hertzog, the other nominee, May says that
she admires his spirit of ‘deep green’ and says that it is a very
important philosophical thread in the Green Party. 

However, in recent years the Green Party has woven a richer
tapestry. ‘We are no longer a one issue party,’ as evidenced by
the Green Party’s comprehensive platform, and the many
former Progressive Conservatives who have joined the Green
Party together with former Liberals and disenchanted NDPers.
Naturally, May concludes, it’s up to the local riding association
whether she carries the banner in the next election. 

Meanwhile, nominee Stuart Hertzog regrets the change of
Canadian Greens from a movement to a political party in the
last decade. Stuart does not believe that ‘greens’ belong in the
current political structure which he thinks is irredeemable. 

He dislikes the centrist party structure which has developed
over the last 10 years and he wants to restructure the Green
Party as he thinks it ought to be; a federation of autonomous
bio-regional councils which act locally. 

Especially in the last two years, he said, ‘greens’  in BC had
drifted away from their grassroots. (Elizabeth May, on the other
hand, thought that the fact that he had been accepted as a
candidate running against the party leader was a good
indication of how grassroots and democratic the Green Party
is.)

Asked if his candidacy move was a party squabble, Hertzog
replied that ‘internal battles within the party were the primary
battles.’ He thought that the central party ‘dumping’ Elizabeth
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into the riding avoids the question of democratic process and
that Greens should present an eco-centric participatory
democracy.

Asked about the fact that if elected he would be spending a
good deal of time in Ottawa, he reiterated that Greens should
be formed into bio-regional units and running things from
home place. This would cut down on travel; there would be no
need to go to Ottawa. He said he wanted to ‘flatten the
pyramid,’ this had been his approach for 25 years. 

As he is nominating for election as an MP, I asked, If elected
would he get on a plane for Ottawa? He replied, well yes, he
would do it for the greater good and that he would represent his
riding, particularly in respect to peace and non-violence.

Hertzog did think that there was a better chance that the
media would pay attention to a Green elected as an MP.
Indeed, since announcing his candidacy last month, Hertzog
and his ideas have been getting a good deal of media attention
on the coattails of this summer’s media interest in where
Elizabeth May would become a candidate. 

He thought that the particular candidate makes little
difference in an election; that he would have as good a chance
of election as May.

The bioregion is paramount for Hertzog, electoral districts
mean little to him, so the fact that he does not live in the
Saanich-Gulf Islands electoral district is not relevant, he says.
However, he thinks that it is wrong for Elizabeth May to come
in from another bioregion. He says too many people have come
to live in the bioregion which is causing a sustainability
problem for Vancouver Island. With Hertzog, nomination is a
matter of principle.

Hertzog’s thinking is in the longterm: about what happens
when the disaster of climate change kicks in, and about the
kind of bio-regional structures needed to govern at that time.
He would like to see a lot more local activism.

Stuart thought Elizabeth May was a pragmatist, a deal-
maker, whereas he calls himself a realist, particularly about
large-scale climate change which he takes as a given. 

Members of Saanich–Gulf Islands Green Party Electoral
District Association will vote on its candidate on September 19.

Another Election
In Island Tides last edition we published bios of Kit Spence and
Renée Hetherington who are nominated as potential federal
Liberal candidates. That nomination meeting is on September
12. 0


