
‘Climate change is mankind’s defining crisis, and demands a

commensurate response.’ That’s the resolution to be argued in

the fourth semi-annual Munk debate, to be held in December

on the eve of the Copenhagen summit.

Canadian Green Party Leader Elizabeth May will debate

together with three internationally-known figures in the

climate change controversy, Bjorn Lomborg, Lord Nigel

Lawson, and George Monbiot. All four have authored books on

the climate crisis.

May (Global Warming For Dummies and Losing

Confidence: Power, Politics, and the Crisis in Canadian

Democracy) will join with acclaimed environmental activist

and Guardian columnist George Monbiot in arguing for an

ambitious global response to climate change. His bestselling

book Heat: How to Stop the Planet Burning outlines how

massive reductions in carbon emissions are both necessary and

possible for modern economies. 

Opposing a robust international response to climate change

is Bjorn Lømborg, professor at Copenhagen Business School

and acclaimed author of The Skeptical Environmentalist and

Cool It, two hugely influential books questioning the social and

financial costs of climate change mitigation. He will be joined

by Lord Nigel Lawson, former Chancellor of the Exchequer in

the United Kingdom, and author of the acclaimed book An

Appeal to Reason: A Cool Look at Global Warming.

Rudyard Griffiths, the director and moderator of the Munk

Debates, comments: ‘By holding our debate six short days in

advance of Copenhagen we hope to acquaint Canadians about

what has surely become one of the great public policy questions

of our time: what should be the global response to climate

change?’

In an era where political spin and public grandstanding are

fast displacing serious discussion about the challenges facing

Canada and the world, the Munk Debates provide a lively and

substantive forum for leading thinkers to discuss the pressing

issues of our time. 

Two debates are held each year, one in the spring and one in

the fall. Previous Munk Debate participants include US

diplomat Richard Holbrooke, activist Mia Farrow, journalist

Charles Krauthammer, historian Niall Ferguson, former

diplomat Stephen Lewis and former general Rick Hillier.

The Munk Debates is a signature initiative of the Aurea

Foundation, a charitable organization established in 2006 by

Peter and Melanie Munk to support Canadian institutions

involved in the study and development of public policy.

‘Our philanthropy is aimed primarily at improving the

quality and vitality of public debate in Canada,’ said Peter

Munk, speaking about the rationale for the Munk Debates. 

CBC Radio’s ‘Ideas,’ The Globe and Mail and CPAC (the

public interest cable channel) take each event’s discussion to

the larger public.

The advisory board for the Debates includes Andrew Coyne,

Devon Cross, Allan Gotlieb, George Jonas, Margaret

MacMillan, Anthony Munk and Janice Gross Stein.

The debates are open to the public. The climate change

debate will take place on Tuesday, December 1 at the Toronto

Royal Conservatory-TELUS Centre for the Performing Arts, at

7pm, with a reception to follow. 0
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