
Vancouver Island gets one of British Columbia’s six additional
House of Commons seats that result from the work of the
Electoral Boundaries Commission. The extra seat results from
population growth, as the Commission attempts to even out
each MP’s constituency at around 105,000 people.

While the Commission’s proposals adjust the borders of all
of the Island’s electoral areas, the new riding would appear to be
Esquimalt-Colwood, which has been carved out of the existing
Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca riding, with some small areas of
Victoria West (from Victoria) and Swan Lake (from Saanich-
Gulf Islands) added.

Of course, all of Vancouver Island’s population growth in the
last ten years wasn’t in Esquimalt. The creation of a new
Commons seat necessitated pushing and shoving all the way up
the Island, in order to rebalance representation.

The existing Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca electoral area
experiences the greatest change. It morphs into the South
Cowichan-Juan de Fuca riding; and while it loses Esquimalt, it
gains a number of communities north of the Malahat, including
Mill Bay, Cobble Hill, Shawnigan Lake, Duncan, Crofton,
Chemainus, Thetis and Kuper Islands, and part of Ladysmith.
These areas are removed from the existing Nanaimo-Cowichan
riding, currently represented by the NDP’s Jean Crowder.

The shuffle continues up the Island, with Union Bay,

Denman and Hornby Islands, Courtenay, and Cumberland,
formerly in Vancouver Island North, added to Nanaimo-
Alberni, which in turn loses a chunk of Nanaimo’s north end.
To make up the population numbers, Vancouver Island North
retains Campbell River, and adds Powell River, Lund, and
Texada Island from West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky
Country (must be the longest riding name in Canada!).

VI North is represented by Conservative John Duncan,
Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development, and
the Island’s only representative in the federal cabinet.

Despite Conservative Party official Bruce Hallsor’s expressed
opinion that the redistribution would improve Conservative
chances of regaining the Saanich-Gulf Islands seat from Green
Party leader Elizabeth May, the riding lost only the area around
Swan Lake, at its southwest corner, and otherwise survived
intact.

Public hearings on the proposed new electoral boundaries
will be held October 15, 16 and 17, in Courtenay, Nanaimo, and
Victoria, respectively. Anyone wishing to make a presentation
must register their intention by August 30. Justice John Hall,
Chair of the Electoral Boundaries Commission, has emphasized
the importance of these hearings in determining the final
Electoral Area boundaries. 0
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