
Canada, Japan, and Australia were prominent among the
nations that failed to come up with Intended Nationally
Determined Contributions (INDCs) before the March 31
deadline set by the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC). INDCs are formal statements of
greenhouse gas emissions targets. Canada’s usual excuse—that
‘we can’t until the US has’—no longer works. The US and China,
the world’s largest GHG emitters, both announced their targets
together last November.

The US went on to submit its target—a reduction of 26-28%
below 2005 levels by 2025—formally to the UNFCCC. China
committed to reach peak emissions by 2030, and to increase its
share of non-fossil-fuel energy consumption to around 20% by
2030. The European Union pledged to reduce emissions 40%
by 2030; and Mexico announced that its net GHGs would peak
by 2026.

On March 31 Saanich–Gulf Islands MP Elizabeth May said
in the House of Commons:

‘Mr Speaker, today is the deadline for those nations that are
ready to do so to table climate commitments with the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change in advance of COP
21. Yesterday in question period the minister confirmed that
Canada was not ready and would miss this deadline. The excuse
that was offered was that we were a federation and we were
checking with the provinces and territories.

‘Of the 33 nations that, as of today, have met this and have
filed their intended nationally determined contributions with
the UN, the European Union had 28 separate nation states with
which to consult, confer and develop a plan, and it met the
deadline.

‘The minister said yesterday that we had until December.
That is not correct. By October, the UN system will have
calculated the cumulative total of all commitments to see if it is
sufficient to avoid 2°C.

‘At this point, we are missing our obligations to the world, to
Canadians and to our children.’ 0
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