
Canada’s long-form census is back after a decade long
interlude. The mandatory long-form census was
cancelled by the Conservative government in June 2010,

but was reinstated by the federal Liberal government shortly
after they won the 2015 election. 

Official Census Day was May 10. In early May, one in four
houses received the 36-page long-form census for the first time
since 2006, while the rest received the short-form. Statistics
Canada has said that the data gathered on the long-form is
invaluable. 

‘It’s used right across the nation in every community,’ said
Kwong Wong, the regional assistant director of Statistics Canada
for BC and the Yukon. Wong said the data will be used for
everything from driving federal transfer payments to the
provinces, to redrawing electoral boundaries, to city planning,
child care services, transit, schools and policing. 

The census takes place every five years, but in 2011 it
consisted of only the ten-question short-form and a voluntary
National Household Survey. Census participation dropped to
77% in 2011, from 93.5% in 2006.

‘Most definitely there was an impact based on the variants,
or the difference in non-response,’ Wong said of the 2011 census.
‘And on the quality of the information that was received.’

In 2011 the low responses made it so that Statistics Canada
did not publish the data for 1100 communities across Canada
because there wasn’t enough. In 2006, there were only 160
communities whose data was not released. 

The Liberals under Justin Trudeau made the reinstatement
of the long-form census a part of their campaign promises, and
announced its return just a day after Prime Minister Trudeau
was sworn into office. The announcement was made by Minister
of Innovation, Science and Economic Development Navdeep
Bains.

‘We need good, reliable data,’ Bains said. 
The Questions Asked

The long-form census covers topics such as household
composition, education, ethnicity, employment, mobility, labour
market activities and daily work commute. It also asks questions
about both physical and mental health, and asks citizens to agree
to make their data public after 92 years, in 2108. This is so that
historians, family members, journalists and genealogists will be
able to access the information in the future. 

Previously, the long-form has also asked questions about
income and wage, but this year Statistics Canada will be
retrieving that information from income tax forms. Under the
Statistics Act, Statistics Canada is allowed to request
information from the Canada Revenue Agency, provided that
that information is used for statistical purposes only. 
Canada’s ‘Enthusiasm’ for the Census
The census has moved digital this year, and most houses
received mailed instructions and an access code for the online
website. Due to what Statistics Canada is calling the ‘enthusiasm’
of Canadians, the website crashed during its first day in use. 

‘There was an interruption, it was very brief: 45 minutes or
so,’ said Wong. ‘It tells us that Canadians are enthusiastic about
the census—that they care to go online and complete it. We had
very, very good uptake on the very first day. Over 700,000 forms
were completed.’

Wong believes that the cancellation of the 2011 long-form
census raised awareness of the importance of this data, which
is what got people so excited to complete the forms this year. 

‘Because of the 2011 census being voluntary, we had, I’m
going to say, all of the data users and a number of organizations
that came out to express how important the census is for them,’
said Wong. ‘And that brought forth people’s knowledge as well
as their perception to the information that is being collected.’ 0
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