
The federal government has announced their intent to
establish an all-party committee to study electoral
reform. 

The committee will be asked to identify and study various
systems of voting, such as proportional representation and
preferential ballots, in order to find one that can effectively
replace the first-past-the-post system. The committee will also
look into the issues of mandatory voting and online voting.

Under the current system of first-past-the-post, candidates
must receive a plurality of votes to win an election as opposed
to a majority of votes. Winning parties often form government
despite being voted for by less than 50% of the population. The
current Liberal government won only 39.5% of support, but
holds a majority of seats; similar to the previous Conservative
government. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau made electoral reform a
plank in his election campaign. 

‘The government is committed to ensuring that Canadians
see real change to the way politics and government work,’ said
Dominic LeBlanc, the leader of government in the House of
Commons. ‘Parliamentarians will need to set aside narrow
partisan interests and engage in a thoughtful and substantive

dialogue with each other and citizens.’
The Reform Process

The electoral reform committee will include 10 members from
three parties—six Liberals, three Conservatives, and one New
Democrat. Green Party Leader and Saanich-Gulf Islands
Member of Parliament Elizabeth May will be allowed to attend
meetings, along with one member of the Bloc Québécois.
However, neither will have the right to vote or make any
motions. The committee chair will also be a Liberal MP.

‘I’m pleased to be sitting at the table as we consult Canadians
on a crucial government promise to make every vote count,’ said
May. ‘However, I’m disappointed I won’t have the right to vote
at the committee.’

The committee will focus on five key principles to pursue
electoral reform: the link between voter intention and election
results; how to foster civility in politics and increase voter
participation; steps to strengthen inclusiveness and accessibility;
ways to safeguard the integrity of the voting system; and, taking
into account local representation. 

MPs are being asked to engage their constituencies in town
halls across the country. The committee will table their report
on December 1, 2016. 0
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