
Provincial Agriculture Minister Norm Letnick continues to
promise further consultation on the future of the Agricultural
Land Reserve but, after his discussions with Core Review
Minister Bill Bennett, there will be no consultations prior to the
passage of Bill 24, the Agriculture Land Commission
Amendment Act. The bill stands as introduced, and by the time
you read this, will probably have been forced through by the BC
government.

For some forty years, BC’s Agricultural Land Reserve stood
as the only piece of provincial land use legislation that prioritized
agriculture. In that sense, it was a vital element of the province’s
environmental law. With a single administrative tribunal and
the power to make decisions about farmland throughout the
province, it combined authority with consistency.

In recent years, the Commission recognized the growth of
the oil and gas industry in northeast BC through policy changes
to allow temporary use of farmland, and eventually with the
delegation of some land use diversions in the north to the Oil
and Gas Commission. But it continued to protect the rest of the
province’s farmland from non-agricultural uses, despite
widespread pressures for urban and industrial development.

The Changes 
Bill 24 changes the structure of the Agricultural Land
Commission in three ways:

• it divides the province into six regions:
• it creates a separate administrative panel for each region.

Each panel will be under a Vice-Chair of the Commission, locally
resident. Each local panel will have the authority to delegate
decisionmaking to local government, First Nations, or other
bodies as permitted by regulations yet to be announced.

• It divides the province into two zones: Zone 1, which
includes the Panel Regions for The Island, the South Coast, and
the Okanagan; Zone 2, which includes the Panel Regions for the

Interior, the Kootenay, and the North. Each regional Panel’s
purposes and decision criteria in Zone 1 are unchanged, and give
clear preference, as always, to agricultural use of ALR lands. In
Zone 2, however, decision criteria are added, including
‘economic, cultural, and social values, regional and community
planning objectives, and other prescribed considerations’—
whatever cabinet may favour.

Long Term Objectives
The ALC’s land use regulation has been in effect for forty years.
One might assume that legislation which restructures it would
be the result of extensive consultation and the development of
a vision of the future development, growth, and adaptation of
farming in BC. But no. This legislation, prepared apparently
without the benefit of consultation, makes it possible to write
off the future for agriculture for ‘Zone 2’. Land use plans in place
for decades will be abandoned to favour local short-term
priorities. Farmland can be destroyed for the oil and gas
industries and their pipelines. Communities face an uncertain
future.

In short, the BCLiberal government’s long term vision for
that enormous part of BC beyond the Okanagan is as a land use
wild west, with non-renewable resources awaiting uncontrolled
exploitation. Those resources don’t include farmland, though
farmers are cynically encouraged to increase their incomes, not
from farming, but from resource industry bribes.

The ALC is, and could continue to be, a bulwark protecting
the future of that 85% of the province’s agricultural land as it
adapts to climate change. But, with these amendments, no
longer.  And, for the Interior, the Kootenay, and the North, never
again. 0
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ALR amendments will pass- Patrick Brown


