
The BC provincial government’s open door to resource

development regardless of environmental impacts ran into

unexpected opposition from the federal government on

November 2. The Taseko Mines Prosperity proposal,

125km south west of Williams Lake was turned down by

the federal Minister of the Environment, Jim Prentice,

following a ‘scathing’ report by a federal environmental

review panel. 

The panel’s major objection was that the mine intended

to use an existing lake—Fish Lake, known to the Xeni

Gwet’in First Nation of the Tsilqot’in Nation as Teztan

Biny – as a tailings pond. Taseko’s proposal to ‘mitigate’

the destruction of Fish Lake and its watershed by digging a

new lake and filling it with fish clearly did not compensate

for the damage. The lake is at the heart of an watershed

which eventually drains into the Fraser River, and one

concern was that toxic waste from the mine might

eventually poison Fraser River salmon. 

The provincial government had approved the project

earlier in 2010, saying that the economic benefits of the

mine project outweighed the environmental damage that

would be done. The federal government review did not

formally consider the economic aspects of the mine, but

was officially limited to environmental concerns.

On the same day as the Prosperity rejection, the federal

government approved a similar gold and copper mine at

Mount Milligan, near Mackenzie. The long term plan for

that mine, which had been approved by the provincial

government in 2009, included the creation of a large

tailings pond, and its eventual filling and reforestation.

Premier Gordon Campbell’s speech at the Union of BC

Municipalities convention in Whistler, on October 1,

contained little in the way of a vision for the future of the

province. He did, however, express enthusiastic support

for BC’s mining industry, particularly the proposed Taseko

Prosperity mine, condemned by a federal environmental

panel, and then under consideration by the federal

government. (The rest of the speech was about the

Olympics, which were held earlier in the year, and the

HST, which had been introduced during the summer.)

The Premier’s October 27 televised address didn’t

mention the Olympics, and didn’t mention the mining

industry (it was all about the HST and small income tax

cuts).  However, the resource industry penny (loonie?) had

already dropped when, on October 25, the Premier had

announced a restructuring of his cabinet. (See editorial.)

The Premier’s leadership vote proposal statement on

November 3 didn’t mention the Olympics, the HST, or the

mining industry.

The Prosperity mine, while supported enthusiastically

by the Williams Lake business community, was opposed

by the Tsilqot’in Nation, which regarded  Teztan Biny as

sacred and an integral part of their culture, as well as a

historical and sustainable source of food fish. The

Tsilqot’in were supported in their protest by numerous

environmental groups. 
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