
C
itizens who have written to the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Agency (CEAA) about
the proposed Raven coal mine proposed for Fanny

Bay must wonder whether their efforts are completely
futile. The agency has refused to post the letters it has
received on its website.

On August 6, CEAA invited the public to comment on a
background document describing the Raven project, with
a closing date of September 20. But the hundreds of
members of the public who responded to this invitation
have found themselves isolated, writing in a vacuum,
unable to read or assess the comments of others, so no real
discussion can take place.

The public is deprived of information from others, and
the CEAA appears deaf to the public. This makes a farce of
public process, and destroys the credibility of the agency.

In a half-hearted response to complaints, the CEAA has
agreed to deliver copies of the public comments to
Coalwatch (the prime citizen organization concerned with
the mine proposal), but not until the end of the public
comment period. Copies are apparently also to be

delivered to Compliance Coal Corporation, the proponent.
CEAA has argued that it cannot post comments

because they would all have to be translated into both
official languages (not necessary); because it has not been
ordered by a Review Panel (which has not yet been
constituted); and that they do not have the staff to do the
work (not true). These are phoney excuses.

The public has a right to see what the Agency is being
told, and promptly. The Agency is refusing to be
accountable, either for carrying on a meaningful public
process, or for its response to the advice the public is
giving it.

On September 2, Coalwatch and the University of
Victoria Environmental Law Centre requested, that the
public’s letters be published, and that the deadline be
extended a further 30 days after the public comments are
posted on the Canadian Environmental Assessment
Registry website, to allow for meaningful discussion.

Is there no end to government tactics to silence the
public? 0
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