
The BC government is considering a move to open protected
forest reserves for logging in the Cariboo-Chilcotin region, in
response to a projected decrease in timber supply. This shortfall
in timber is caused by current overcapacity in the forest industry
resulting from a massive industry expansion in the Interior in
recent years to take advantage of dead timber from the pine
bettle infestation. The infestation was caused by climate change
and forest fire suppression.

Government projections indicate that in 10 to 15 years,
overall provincial timber supplies will be 20% below the years of
pre-mountain pine beetle-infestation levels. This reduction may
last for up to 50 years, and will have a significant impact on BC’s
forest workers and forest-dependent communities. 

The Special Committee on Timber Supply was appointed in
May to examine and make recommendations to address this
loss of timber supply. It has been gathering public input and
meeting with stakeholders in Cariboo-Chilcotin communities
over the past few weeks. The call for public input closes July 20,
and the Committee’s report is expected by August 15.

The Pulp, Paper, and Woodworkers of Canada (PPWC), a
union of several thousand BC sawmill and pulp mill workers,
and the Ancient Forest Alliance (AFA), a non-profit conservation
organization, together are encouraging their members and
supporters to speak up about the proposed environmental
deregulation that would take place in the Prince George,
Quesnel, Williams Lake, and Burns Lake Timber Supply Areas.
The threatened forest reserve designations include old-growth
management areas, riparian management areas, ungulate
winter ranges, visual quality objectives, and recreation areas. 

‘Our members live in the communities that would be directly
affected by this short-sighted proposal. Some of them took part
in the land use planning processes 20 years ago that established
these forest protections. They hunt, fish, hike, recreate, and have
a quality of life that is enhanced by the standing forests in their
regions,’ stated Arnold Bercov, Forest Resource Officer of the
PPWC. 

The workers-conservationist alliance of the PPWC and AFA
is calling for a ‘more sustainable’ forest and jobs transition
strategy that ‘factors in the big picture and the long-term health

of communities’. They would like to see an end to the massive
amount of overcutting and wood-waste–a 2009 CCPA report
found that over five years, 17.5 million cubic metres of useable
wood were left behind at BC logging operations. In addition,
they are calling for incentives for value-added wood
manufacturing industries, support and training for unemployed
forestry workers, and economic diversification of rural
communities.

‘Opening up protected forest reserves does nothing to solve
the fundamental problem of unsustainable overcutting, massive
wood waste, a lack of value-added manufacturing, and a failure
to diversify rural economies,’ says Bercov. 

‘This is a precedent-setting proposal of provincial
significance,’ warns AFAco-founder Ken Wu. ‘If the falldown in
timber volumes in the Cariboo-Chilcotin can be used to justify
opening protected forest reserves there, it could also be used to
open up protected forest reserves across much of the province
where the timber industry’s massive overcutting of lower
elevation old-growth forests has caused a huge falldown effect
and extensive mill closures everywhere.’

In related news, the BC government recently lifted logging
constraints on over 9,500 hectares in the Fraser region. Sierra
Club BC is concerned that, as trees provide erosion control, this
may cause more flooding along the Fraser River in future. 

Part of BC’s plan to supply its mills includes replanting, but
a Forest Practices Board (FPB) report published June 26 found
that the total area of BC’s provincial forests that may need to be
restocked with healthy young trees could exceed current
reforestation efforts by more than one million hectares. 

The report indicates that almost two million hectares of
Crown forested land could potentially be ‘not satisfactorily
restocked’. Of that, nearly half a million hectares will be
restocked by industry and government has current plans to
restock about a quarter of a million hectares.

‘Decisions about whether to replant areas where pine beetle
and fire have killed most of the trees will have an impact on the
future timber supply in the Interior,’ said Al Gorley, FPB chair. 

Does this mean BC will see more treeplanting jobs? 0
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