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Woodlots threaten Gambier - Patrick Brown

Two new woodlots proposed by the provincial government are
being opposed by Gambier Islanders. Located on the northern
end of Gambier, they would total approximately 1325ha of
Gambier, which is located in the centre of Howe Sound. (The
woodlots are shown in the centre of the map below.)

Bidding closed in mid-April on the new woodlots, but
operators have not yet been announced.

The Gambier Island Local Trust Committee has pointed out
that the proposed woodlots are located in a Wilderness
Conservation Zone, and they include Gambier Lake, a
designated Provincial Recreation Site and the main land-based
recreational destination on the Island. It is reached by a network
of much loved trails used by residents, visitors, church camps,
and outdoor schools.

The two new woodlots are described as ‘mature growth’ with
some old growth; the area was last logged about 100 years ago.
Further, the planned shoreline log dump is next to the Douglas
Bay community subdivision and a shoreline campsite.

A Crowded Meeting

A meeting held at St Francis in the Wood in West Vancouver on
the evening of July 25 attracted some 200 people, including
many Gambier Island residents. (However, the timing of the
meeting, set by provincial representatives, made it difficult for
Gambier residents to get home afterwards.) Dwight Yochim,
executive director of the Truck Loggers Association, ‘commends
government’ for hosting a meeting to ‘clarify the process and
alleviate community fears’.

The passion of many speakers in support of Gambier
reportedly surprised representatives of the provincial Forestry
Branch, who may have felt that in advertising in a Sunshine
Coast newspaper they had fulfilled their responsibility to engage
with the community.

They clearly had not. Letters from the Islands Trust, which is
responsible for land use planning on Gambier, appear to have
been ignored. Logging is protested by the Wilderness Society,
Gambier Island Conservancy, and The Future of Howe Sound
Society. The Conservancy has threatened legal action, charging
the provincial government with failure to follow its own
guidelines to consult with the community.

Gambier Island already has one woodlot, some 400ha on the
southwest part of the Island. The two additional woodlots would

result in some 25% of Gambier under this form of tenure. This
would be in addition to a number of private forest tenures on
the island.

Gambier Island (area 6893ha) hosts four summer camps,
four yacht club outstations, 300ha of provincial parks, and many
miles of hiking trails. Its predominant land use is recreational.
The July 25 meeting made it clear that Gambier Islanders do
not trust woodlot operators to take community and recreational
use into account, nor do they trust the regulatory staff from the
provincial government to enforce forestry plans submitted by
woodlot operators.

An informal committee, to be known as the Gambier Island
Crown Lands Management Advisory Group, has been formed to
maintain contact and community input to the relevant
provincial departments. However, at this point it appears that
the government has made no commitment to slow down the
woodlot authorization process.

Re-Industrialization of Howe Sound
Howe Sound is a relatively undeveloped area close to
Vancouver, under threat from an uncontrolled combination of
both resource and urban development.

But the area is governed by a hodgepodge of Regional
Districts, local municipalities, and the provincial government.
Over the past 20 years, millions of dollars have been spent on the
rehabilitation of Howe Sound, and its salmon populations.
Recently, schools of white-sided dolphins and pods of killer
whales have been sighted in the Sound for the first time in many
years, and locals say herring, salmon and crabs are all back.

The current major industrial proposals for Howe Sound—
the Port Mellon incinerator, the McNab Creek gravel mine,
Gambier’s logging proposals, the Woodfibre LNG plant and its
associated electrical and pipeline installations, together with
shipping and barging operations—each have their own
individual environmental review and approval procedures. But
not only is there no provision for evaluation of their cumulative
effects on the water, air, fish, and wildlife of Howe Sound, there
is no assessment of their impact on the recreational uses of the
sea, the shores, and the Islands, or on the residential
development along the Sea to Sky Highway, on Bowen Island,
and in Squamish.

In September 2002, 12 local governments and First Nations
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signed a ‘Principles of Co-operation’ Agreement that committed
them to work together to resolve issues facing Howe Sound.
Objectives include the overall environmental sustainability and
consideration of socio-economic impacts when development
proposals are put forward.

No Overall Plan

On September 25, 2013 the local governments revised the 2002
Howe Sound Community Forum (HSCF) Principles of Co-
operation to achieve a balance of land and marine planning.
They all have a common interest in the sustainability of Howe
Sound. The HSCF is now the only inter-jurisdictional forum—
but it has no jurisdiction on permitting resource extraction
applications.

Three regional districts: Squamish-Lillooet Regional District;
Sunshine Coast Regional District; and Metro Vancouver
Regional District have interests in Howe Sound. Crown Land in
the area falls under provincial control. Other HSCF members
include elected representatives of: District of Squamish, Resort
Municipality of Whistler, Squamish Nation, Village of Lions Bay,
District of West Vancouver, Gambier Island Local Trust
Committee, Bowen Island Municipality, Village of Pemberton,
Town of Gibsons.

But so far, no movement has been made in the direction of
constructing an overall vision or land use plan for the future of
Howe Sound. &
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