
Norway made history in late May when it became the first
country to ban deforestation. Any product that contributes to
deforestation will no longer be used in the Scandinavian
country. Additionally, any company that practices deforestation
will no longer be awarded any government contracts. 

‘This is an important victory in the fight to protect the
rainforest,’ said Nils Hermann Ranum, head of policy and
campaign at Rainforest Foundation Norway, which has lobbied
for this policy for years. ‘Over the last few years, a number of
companies have committed to cease the procurement of goods
that can be linked to destruction of the rainforest. Until now,
this has not been matched by similar commitments from
governments. Thus, it is highly positive that the Norwegian state
is now following suit and making the same demands when it
comes to public procurements.’

At the 2015 New York UN Climate Summit, Norway joined
Germany and the UK in a pledge to ‘promote national
commitments that encourage deforestation-free supply chains’.
Banning deforestation completely was the country’s next step. 

Unsustainably produced palm oil, soy, beef and timber will
no longer be used within Norway. According to Climate Action,
the production of these products in Brazil, Argentina, Bolivia,
Paraguay, Indonesia, Malaysia and Papua New Guinea—

countries with high levels of deforestation—contributed to 40%
of the global deforestation between 2000 and 2011. 

Norway’s Past Action
Norway has been a leader in reducing deforestation for years.
In 2008, they made an agreement with Brazil—home of 60% of
the Amazon rainforest—to reduce clear-cutting within the South
American country. Norway gave Brazil $1 billion in exchange
for a reduction in logging. Since then, Brazil’s deforestation has
decreased by 75%. According to National Geographic, that deal
saved 33,000 square miles of rainforest from clear cutting and
kept 3.2 billion tonnes of CO2 out of the atmosphere—which is
three times bigger of an effect than taking all the cars of US roads
for a year. 

In 2011, Norway committed $250 million towards protecting
Guyana’s rainforests from logging, which was given to the
country over a four-year period. 

And in 2014, Norway made an agreement with Liberia.
Norway will provide the West African country with $150 million
in aid by 2020 and in exchange, the country will stop logging
their forests and place at least 30% under protected area status
by 2020. The Liberia forests are home to the last populations of
western chimpanzees, forest elephants and leopards. 0
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