
CEAA Evaluation of Pacific Northwest LNG
First to Include an Upstream GHG Estimate
The Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency has
presented a draft report to the federal government that
concludes: ‘the Project is likely to cause significant adverse
environmental effects as a result of greenhouse gas emissions
after taking into consideration the implementation of best
achievable technology and management practices and
compliance with the BC Greenhouse Gas Industrial Reporting
and Control Act.’
CEAA’s Pacific Northwest LNG project evaluation is the first

since Bill C-38 which has included consideration of upstream
GHG emissions, which, said the CEAA, would add between 6.5
to 8.7 million tonnes of CO2 equivalent (CO2e) per year to the
liquefaction plant’s direct emissions of 5.2 million tonnes.
Upstream GHG emissions result from the drilling,

production, and transportation of natural gas to the liquefaction
plant. They include ‘fugitive emissions’, which are basically leaks
from the system; primarly methane, which has many times
greater greenhouse effect than CO2.
With respect to the upstream GHG emissions, the report

says: ‘The upstream greenhouse gas emissions estimate of
6.5–8.7 million tonnes CO2e per year can be characterized
similarly to the direct emissions: high in magnitude, continuous,
irreversible and global in extent.’ 
With regard to downstream emissions, the report also notes:

‘The burning of natural gas has the potential to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions internationally if it replaces the
burning of coal and diesel; however, this type of analysis is
beyond the scope of the EA for the Project.’
The only other adverse environmental consequence noted in

the report affects harbour porpoises. However, on March 9, a
letter signed by 130 scientists urged the government to reject
the report, citing ‘inadequate consideration’ of the project’s
effects on Skeena River salmon. The Northwest LNG proposal
would include a trestle and suspension bridge to transport LNG
from the Lelu Island plant to the ship loading facility; these
structures would cross the edge of Flora and Agnew Banks,
prime eelgrass rearing habitat for Skeena River salmon.
Some of the First Nations on the Skeena have supported the

project; others strongly oppose it. The CEAA has received some

2,900 letters of comment on the draft report. Malaysia’s
Petronas, lead investor in the project, has indicated that the
requirement to consider upstream emissions introduces new
uncertainty into their investment decision. Federal
Environment Minister Catherine McKenna is expected to refer
the matter to the entire cabinet before the end of the month.
(See also related LNG article, page 3)

Multiple LNG Shipping Plans For The Fraser
River

Alaskan LNG distribution company Crowley Holdings Ltd
applied, March 1, to the National Energy Board for an export
permit for up to 10 billion cubic feet per year. The liquefied gas
would be exported from FortisBC’s Tilbury plant, on the Fraser
River, and its inland Mount Hayes plant, north and west of
Ladysmith; and also from Ferus Natural Fuels plant at
Elmworth, Alberta. Crowley operates across North and Central
America, with revenues of $2 billion last year.
Another US company, Wespac Midstream, has already

announced plans to build an LNG export terminal on the Fraser
River in conjunction with FortisBC’s Tilbury Island liquefaction
facility. LNG tankers shipping from this site would travel down
the Fraser River, through Boundary Pass and Haro Strait in the
Salish Sea, past Victoria, and out through the Strait of Juan de
Fuca. 
At a number of points on this route, the 500 metre and 1600

metre ‘hazard zones’ from these LNG tankers (as identified by
the Society of International Gas Tanker and Terminal Operators
Ltd (SIGTTO)) would encompass significant amounts of
existing urban and residential development. 
SIGTTO advice on port and approach design notes that port

designers are directed ‘to construct jetties handling hazardous
cargoes in remote areas where other ships do not pose a
(collision) risk and where any gas escape cannot affect local
populations.’

Oregon LNG Shipping Proposal Turned
Down By FERC

The US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has
denied an application by Veresen Inc of Calgary to build an LNG
export terminal with 6.8million tons/year capacity at Jordan
Cove, Oregon. FERC said that the proponent had failed to
demonstrate that there was a need for the LNG.
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Fossil Fuel News- Patrick Brown



The proposal was for a $5.3 billion terminal, with the Pacific
Connector supply pipeline to be built by Williams Partners LP.
Veresen says it is working to find Asian customers for the LNG. 
Veresen says it will appeal the decision; FERC says it would

consider an appeal provided Veresen can show a ‘market need’. 
An approval by FERC would have allowed Williams to

proceed with ‘eminent domain’ expropriation of a right-of-way
for the 373 kilometre pipeline. FERC said it could not grant
approval over landowner objections, given an apparent lack of
demand for LNG.

Public Opposition To Woodfibre LNG
Pam Goldsmith-Jones, Liberal MP for Sunshine Coast–Sea to
Sky Country, held three community meetings in the riding to
assess reaction to the LNG proposal of Woodfibre LNG. The
third of these meetings was held in Gibsons on February 29, and
attracted nearly 200 people. Previous meetings in Squamish
and West Vancouver had each attracted over 300.
Said Goldsmith-Jones, ‘Our government is moving quickly

to deliver on our promise to overhaul the federal environmental
assessment review process and to restore public trust.
‘The new process will be based on these principals: public

input will be sought and considered, decisions will be informed
by scientific evidence, and indigenous peoples will be more fully

engaged in reviewing and monitoring major resource
development projects. The process will have greater
transparency.’
Asked whether she had heard from anyone in favour of the

project, she said that opinions were ‘50/50’. The audience
disagreed vociferously. She backed off: ‘in terms of the last three
days—we’ve had hundreds and hundreds of people coming to
express opposition to Woodfibre LNG.’ 

Raven EA Decision By End March
Responding to a question raised by Scott Fraser, MLA for
Alberni-Qualicum, in the provincial legislature on March 1,
Environment Minister Mary Polack said that the Enivonmental
Assessment Office expected to make a decision about the Raven
Coal Mine by the end of the month. 
According to the Minister, the Environmental Assessment

Act permits two alternatives: either to terminate the
environmental assessment or to update the information
requirements. 
The latter option would imply that there is still a proponent

interested in carrying on with the mine project. But the entire
board and staff of Compliance have resigned, and the company
is effectively out of business. 0
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