
Kevin Rudd, the new Labor Prime Minister, has hit the ground
running, having already ratified the Kyoto protocol, and is
promising reform for the environment, industrial relations,
education, health, and telecommunications and to withdraw
troops from Iraq.

Rudd travelled to the UN climate change negotiations in
Bali with Senator Penny Wong, the new Minister for Climate
Change and her deputy Senator Peter Garrett, the Minister for
the Environment.

Senator Wong has responsibility for climate change policy,
including international climate change negotiations, the
implementation of emissions trading and Labor’s mandatory
20% renewable energy target by 2020.

The Australian electorate has emphatically rejected the right
wing neo-con policies of the previous conservative coalition
government. Although the Labor party had been ahead in the
polls for the previous 12 months the size of the landslide
(termed a Rudd-slide in the local press) was unexpected. This
may be an indication that despite good economic times the
electorate is more interested in policies to combat climate
change and create social justice for all; rather than the out-
going coalition’s reticence to adopt strategies to deal with
climate change.

Not only did the coalition lose government; but John
Winston Howard, the outgoing Prime Minister of Australia and
the self-styled, deputy sheriff for George W Bush in South East
Asia, was the first Australian Prime Minister to lose his seat in
an election in 78 years—to Labor candidate Maxine McKew, an
Australian Broadcasting Corporation journalist.

It seems to have been particularly careless of the Liberal
party to have its leader running in a marginal seat, but this was
due to the changing of electoral boundaries caused by the
redistribution of voters as required by Australia’s electoral laws.
This meant that the inner Sydney seat of Bennelong, which had
been Liberal since it’s creation in 1949 with Howard as its
member since 1973, had shifted into Labor territory. 

Labor’s appeal to the younger voters was also part of
Howard’s undoing. There was a 5% swing to the Labor party,
about the same as the percentage of the electorate who were too
young to vote at the last election.

The Australian Liberal party, the major party of the
conservative coalition, is in disarray with most of the surviving
previous ministers retiring to the backbench. In fact, the
highest ranking elected officer from the much reduced
Australian Liberal party is now the mayor of Brisbane, since all
state governments are Labor. 0
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