
On Monday 17 August in the Australian federal Senate, the
Green Party voted with the conservative coalition parties to
defeat the Labor government’s bill to set up an emission trading
scheme (ETS), essentially a carbon cap-&-trade carbon
pollution reduction scheme. The ETS bill was the Australian
Labor government’s major step to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions in the fight to reduce global warming. The Labor
party was given a mandate for this policy in the general election
which brought it to government in Australia in 2007.

The Green Party thought the bill was too weak and would
not discourage carbon pollution. The conservative coalition
thought the act would place too much cost on polluters and
they wanted to be seen to be protecting industry and the
economy. 

The bill itself was over one thousand pages. Very few of the
politicians could have read it and equally few could have
understood it. The debate on the act was marred by speakers
who did not even accept that human-induced climate change
was a reality. It was a case of the ignorant leading the blind.

The Labor government is looking for a potential trigger to
allow them to dissolve both houses of parliament and call
another election in order to take control of the Senate. Thus, it
was in no mood to compromise and make any amendments in
order to pass the bill.

One of the strategies the government used was to combine
the ETS with policies to promote renewable energy measures.
Once the combined ETS bill was rejected, the government
presented the renewable energy measures as a separate bill
which was passed three days later, showing that all sides of
parliament can move incredibly quickly when they have the
political will.

The Emission Trading Scheme itself will be brought back to
parliament in three months time. At that time the Labor
government will bluff the conservative coalition into passing
the bill or risking a double dissolution of parliament leading to
an election and Labor control of the Senate. 

So now Australians will have to wait until November 2009,
two years after the general election, for the Australian
government to at last address global warming seriously.

Commentary
Three months will give Parliament time to study the bill as well
as to watch what is happening overseas, particularly in the
USA. 

We can only hope that Senator Bob Brown, the leader of the
Australian Green Party in the Senate, can encourage an informed
debate that will make a serious attempt at establishing an ETS;
something the Australian government can take to the
Copenhagen meeting on climate change in December 2009. 0
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