
By the time you read this, ‘Occupy Wall Street’, a non-violent
public protest action centred in Zuccotti Park, two blocks from
Wall Street in New York, will have existed for over four weeks.
It targets economic inequality, corruption and injustice in the
United States. The US financial industry is a direct object of
grievance; its centre, Wall Street, serves as a fitting symbol of
the nation’s corrupt corporate and political power structures.
Given the current US economic and political paralysis, Occupy
Wall Street has the potential to become an influential force for
change.

One Percent ‘Greedy Bastards’
The inspiration for this protest apparently found its
expression in the Vancouver magazine Adbusters, whose
April 21 call for a new ‘Revolution in America’ identified ‘the
opulent one percent’ of Americans as a ‘cabal of greedy
bastards’ who have ‘turned America, the pioneer of modern
democracy, into a corporatocracy where a handful of
nonhuman megacorps own our government, political parties,
courts, schools and media.’ 

Adbusters refers to the US Supreme Court decision on
Citizens United, which ‘told us who runs the nation by
granting corporations the freedom to donate unlimited
amounts of money to political candidates.’ In addition to
controlling government, the ‘one percent’ control 40% of US
wealth. 

Occupy Wall Street identifies with the remaining 99% of
the citizenry. This includes the  entire middle class and the
poor. In a country rife with unemployment, personal debt
and foreclosures, this resonates strongly throughout the

nation.

The Occupation of Zuccotti Park
Since September 17, Zuccotti Park has been occupied by a
core group of some 200 people, young and old, sleeping in
the open (tents are banned by city authorities), with task
forces in charge of food, security, first aid, sanitation, legal
help and Internet access. There’s a generator supplying
power for laptops and charging cellphones. Decisions are
made by consensus at twice-daily general meetings. A daily
publication, The Occupied Wall Street Journal, is produced.
Donations of food, clothing, medical supplies and cash are

dropped off by supporters or arrive via UPS.
The park occupation serves as a centre for demonstrations

and marches, organized through social media; on October 1, a
march over the Brooklyn Bridge resulted in some 700 arrests
by the police. No charges were laid and all were eventually
released. A police pepper-spraying of a number of women
was widely seen on YouTube, and roundly condemned; since
that time there have been few incidents of police violence. A
march to Washington Square on October 8 was watched by
hundreds of police, but without arrests. New York Police
Commissioner Raymond Kelly said, ‘We are accommodating

peaceful protest.’

Starting a New Style of Revolution?
‘Popular revolution remains the only reasonably viable tactic
remaining,’ said Adbusters, despairing at the apparent futility
of a wide variety of citizens’ protest actions so far. But this is
not the 18th century; how to create a popular revolution?

Today, there are many examples, with varying degrees of
success: the Arab spring, the ‘colour’ revolutions of eastern
Europe, the indigenous uprisings of Bolivia, the economic
demonstrations in Indonesia, the Spanish ‘indignants’, the
overthrow of dictators in Libya and Yemen. Many of the
lessons they teach are difficult to apply in western countries;
but the imaginative use of cellphones, Internet, and social
media is increasingly common.

Another lesson is not so obvious. It is the immense value
of persistence, of a commitment to the long term. Popular
protest in ‘advanced’ nations usually expresses itself in
discrete events—marches, demonstrations, dramatic
creations intended to attract the intention of the media and,
by extension, the centres of political power.

But such events are transitory, so politicians can often
successfully wait them out in the knowledge that the media
has a short attention span and the issues raised will go away.
Leaders of demonstrations can be co-opted or bought off;
problems can be negotiated away, denied, or lied about. This

is how our political systems deal with many issues of the day.

Attacking Fundamental Problems
But fundamental problems of social and economic injustice,

Reprint from Volume 23 Number 21 October 20, 2011

Visit www.islandtides.com for more interesting articles on other BC, national & international topics

Reprint

Special Report by Patrick Brown 

The 21st Century Revolution

© Island Tides Publishing Ltd.This article may be reproduced with the following attribution, in its entirety, and notification to Island Tides Publishing Ltd.

‘This article was published (October 20, 2011) in ‘Island Tides’, 
an independent, regional newspaper distributing across the Southern Strait of Georgia from Tsawwassen to Victoria to Nanaimo.’

Island Tides Publishing Ltd, Box 55, Pender Island, BC V0N 2M0 • 250-629-3660 • islandtides@islandtides.com • www.islandtides.com

http://www.islandtides.com


and corporate and government corruption cannot be solved
through the system; they are, after all, themselves diseases of
the system. They have developed over a long period of time; it
follows that they will not be cured through a series of
disconnected media events. And the media are, after all, an
integral part of the political power structure (think Rupert
Murdoch).

It follows, then, that the public organism needed to
influence the fundamental changes must be long-lived and
persistent, and capable of effective communication outside
the established media.

Hence Occupy Wall Street—an independent social
organism attacking a very broad range of fundamental issues,
with no hierarchical structure, enormous strength in the use
of communications technology, and no end date or time limit. 

Is this the foundation of a 21st century American
Revolution? It’s probably too early to tell. But this organism
has already established itself as a force to be taken seriously,
and one capable of spreading throughout the US.

(Canada’s political system is different, but problems with

‘corporatocracy’ resonate here, too.)

Echoes In The Park
The New York Police have not allowed the use of any PA

equipment, so Occupy Wall Street has made do with a

repeater system—each speaker’s phrases are repeated by the

audience until everyone has understood; this is known as ‘the

human microphone’. On October 6, author Naomi Klein

spoke to the crowd; here are a few of the things she said: ‘…it

seems as if there aren’t any more rich countries. Just a whole

lot of rich people. People who got rich looting the public

wealth and exhausting natural resources around the world.

‘What climate change means is that we have to do this on

a deadline. This time our movement cannot get distracted,

divided, burned out or swept away by events. This time we

have to succeed. And I’m not talking about regulating the

banks and increasing taxes on the rich, though that’s

important. 

‘I am talking about changing the underlying values that

govern our society. That is hard to fit into a single media-

friendly demand, and it’s also hard to figure out how to do it.

But it is no less urgent for being difficult. Let’s treat this

beautiful movement as if it is most important thing in the

world. Because it is. It really is.’

Another speaker, Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph

Stiglitz said: ‘Our financial markets have an important role to

play. They’re supposed to allocate capital, manage risks. But

they misallocated capital, and they created risk. We are

bearing the cost of their misdeeds. There’s a system where

we’ve socialized losses and privatized gains. That’s not

capitalism; that’s not a market economy. That’s a distorted

economy, and if we continue with that, we won’t succeed in

growing, and we won’t succeed in creating a just society.’

And Harvard Law School Professor Lawrence Lessig

comments: ‘The arrest of hundreds of tired and unwashed

kids, denied the freedom of a bullhorn, and the right to

protest on public streets, may well be the first real green-

shoots of this, the American spring. And if nurtured right, it

could well begin real change.’

The Media and the Politicians
For the first week or so of the occupation, there was virtually

no media coverage. It appeared that an apparent camp-out in

a New York City park provided no ‘hooks’ for a reluctant

media to report on. There were no clear demands, no obvious

leaders. The Guardian and the New York Times were first to

pick up the story, but it took the abortive march over the

Brooklyn Bridge to attract any attention. Even then, media

were cautious and dismissive. At first, politicians reacted with

similar caution.

President Obama said, ‘I think it expresses the frustrations

the American people feel, that we had the biggest financial

crisis since the Great Depression, huge collateral damage all

throughout the country…and yet you’re still seeing some of

the same folks who acted irresponsibly trying to fight efforts

to crack down on the abusive practices that got us into this in

the first place…’ 

Rahm Emanuel, formerly Chief of Staff to President

Obama and now Mayor of Chicago, clearly identified the

Occupy message as one of frustration with the US political

system, and warned his fellow politicians that they had better

take notice.

But then there was Herman Cain, candidate for the

Republican presidential nomination: ‘To protest Wall Street

and the bankers is basically saying you’re anti-capitalism.’

And New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg accused the

protestors of attempting to ‘take the jobs away from people

working in this city’, a remark explained by New York Times

columnist Paul Krugman (another Nobel Prize-winning

economist): ‘…wealthy Americans who benefit hugely from a

system rigged in their favor react with hysteria to anyone who

points out just how rigged the system is.’

A Movement Unclassified
Occupy Wall Street is a new kind of political animal. It does
not fit into the neat classifications which the media and
politicians are accustomed to using to either pigeonhole or
dismiss citizen groups. Besides their opposition to the status
quo, what do the protestors have in common? Naomi Klein
said that what matters is courage, a moral compass and ‘how
we treat each other’.

The Occupy movement is not a left-wing version of the
Tea Party. And the fear that has characterized US political
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dialogue since 9/11, and even before, is not apparent at
Zuccotti Park. But Occupy Wall Street is now attracting
significant political attention. Why?

• it appears to tap a deep well of discontent and
frustration among Americans of all ages, education
levels and occupations;

• it already demonstrated its ability to spread rapidly
across the US, with groups in some 50 cities and in
Canada so far Vancouver, Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton
and Victoria;

• it will probably persist throughout, and possibly beyond,
the 2012 Presidential and Congressional election
campaign period;

• it speaks to fundamental issues of economic policy and
government, and a wide range of grievances; its goals,
not easily defined, question the financial/political axis of
US and world power; and

• to quote Krugman again: ‘Wall Street’s Masters of the
Universe realize, deep down, how morally indefensible
their position is.’

The US is in trouble, Americans know it, and they have little
faith in the ability of their government to rescue the nation.
Maybe it’s an appropriate time to start a revolution. 0
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