
Both TPP (the Trans Pacific Partnership, currently being
negotiated with the US and ten more Pacific nations, but not
China) and CETA (the ‘free trade’ agreement between Canada
and the European Union) contain far more than just the
reduction of tariff barriers and competitive subsidies. They both
include trade in services, try to ‘harmonize’ patent law, and deal
with ‘investment’ from one country to another, and allow foreign
corporations to compete for contracts with ‘sub-national’
(provincial, municipal) governments.

They both include ‘Chapter 11’ type mechanisms  for
investor-state dispute settlement. It seems they both make it
easy for corporations to transfer profits between countries, thus
making it easy to avoid corporate taxes.

The trade deals are negotiated in secret so that the various
clauses do not become domestic political issues, and because
the governments can’t explain why they are beneficial to voters
(they mainly benefit multinational corporations). This amounts
to a way to bring in trade law as a fait accompli without
legislative debate.

In recent developments, what Prime Minister Harper agreed
to with President Barroso of the EU a couple of months ago was,
unlikely to be CETA; rather an agreement ‘in principle’ which
means the parties agree to go on negotiating and believe
whatever sticking points remain eventually will be covered by
an agreement. This is not so much negotiating as bargaining
(‘We’ll allow you 50,000 tons of cheese duty free if you will allow
our civil engineers to work in your country, and you eliminate
the subsidy on cellphone chips’).We have to rely on WikiLeaks
to find out what they actually did agree.

Commentary
Canadians need to elect governments that will not ratify them,
or at least put them out for full debate. Australia, for one, has
announced they will not agree to any more ‘Chapter 11’ style
dispute settlement arrangements. 

There are lots of trade provisions yet to be agreed. And the
US, which is the major player, can’t get anything ratified because
of political paralysis. 0
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A ways to go to the big ‘free trade’ deals- Patrick Brown




