
On June 12, the US House of Representatives voted to
defeat a Bill to grant financial aid to US workers
displaced by the Trans Pacific

Partnership trade agreement. Voting was 302
to 126, with Democrat Nancy Pelosi leading the
vote against the bill in the Republican-
controlled House.

The vote followed Democrat President
Obama’s personal lobbying in favour of the
bill, which had passed the Senate and which
was sent to the House of Representatives as
the first element of a three-bill package. 

The package included authorization for
‘fast track’ authority for President Obama to
negotiate the TPP treaty on behalf of the
United States.

Three-Bill Package Must Pass
Both Houses

In the House of Representatives, the three bills
were voted on separately, with the
understanding that they must all three pass to
give effect to ‘fast track’ the TPP.

The three bills are: Trade Adjustment
Assistance (TAA), to grant financial aid to
workers displaced by Trade Agreements;
Trade Promotion Authority (TPA), to give the
President authority to negotiate on behalf of the United States;
and Trade Facilitation and Trade Enforcement (essentially
dealing with customs). 

Two votes were taken. The first vote, on TAA, was defeated
by a combination of both Republicans (whose reasons varied

from opposition to the TAA to opposition to
the entire package) and Democrats (who were
opposed to giving the President ‘fast track’
authority). 

Following that defeat, Speaker Boehner
decided to hold a vote on the TPA Bill, to
assess its support. It passed 219 to 211. A vote
was not held on the Customs Bill.
‘Do-over’ Vote Before June 30?
At Island Tides’ deadline, it seemed that
Republicans in the House wanted more time
to try for a successful vote on the TAA. A ‘do-
over’ vote had been suggested, but passing the
TAA would require some 80 members of the
House of Representatives to change their
minds. 

House Speaker Boehner is expected to set
a new June 30 deadline for a final vote on the
TAA. If it passes, he may rule that the June 12
vote on the TPA will stand, and the House will
proceed to voting on the Customs Bill. Even
then, it appears that should the Customs Bill
not pass, the package could go down to defeat.

Trade officials in Japan and Australia
indicated that without US ‘fast-track’ authority, it was unlikely
that TPP ministerial meetings would be held as scheduled at the
end of June, and it is conceivable that talks will collapse
completely.0
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Fast Track slow down- Patrick Brown

Fast Track
‘Fast Track’ authority means that
the President may negotiate a
treaty to final agreement on
behalf of the United States. 

The two Houses of Congress,
which has the constitutional
authority to approve treaties
with foreign governments, then
may pass or defeat, but not
amend, the treaty as negotiated
by the President.

The loss of ‘fast track’ would
cripple the President’s
negotiating position on the TPP,
because congressional members
would be in a position to propose
amendments of all types to the
treaty. 

This could mean the end of
the TPP, and also affect the
negotiation of a similar treaty
with Europe.


