
The weather on the west coast and all across western
Canada broke heat records this spring, while the other
side of the country dealt with extreme snowfall all winter.

The Alberta prairies are facing the driest spring in the 68 years
of national record keeping, while BC’s ski mountains shut early,
and now forest fire danger has spiked. Meanwhile, the drought
in California is the worst to affect the state in 100 years. 
The rest of the summer is not predicted to offer any relief.

Meteorologists have identified a warm patch in the Pacific
Ocean that they have termed ‘The Blob’, which may be causing
all of these weather changes.
In October and November of 2014, the BC coast saw some

of the highest water temperatures since record-keeping began
in the 1930s. Temperatures in The Blob measured about 3.5 to
4ºC above normal, a kind of increase that Ian Perry, a research
scientist with Fisheries & Oceans Canada, says should only be
expected to happen once every 400 years. 

What Is ‘The Blob’?
The Blob first appeared in the winter of 2013/14 and is believed
to have contributed to many of North America’s weather
patterns since—droughts, floods, winter storms and extreme
snowmelt. This large body of warm water runs from Alaska all
the way to Baja California in Mexico. In 2013, when it was first
spotted, it lay about 800km off the coast, but has since moved
much closer. Scientists say that The Blob was most likely caused
by an El Niño type pattern, characterized by a high pressure
center off the west coast of North America. 
The warmer water of The Blob has an effect on air

temperatures and humidity levels over the nearby land, and
causes changes as far away as the east coast. Cold air is being
pulled east to places like Chicago, which set snowfall records this
winter. 
In BC, little snowpack is now left on the mountains, and the

decline of snowmelt has led to many rivers running lower than
usual for this time of year.

Effects on Wildlife
The warmer waters are having troubling effects on wildlife as
well as weather. People are beginning to spot creatures in BC
that usually stay in the more southern parts of the continent. 
Albacore tuna, usually found south of the BC border, has

been seen as far north as Alaska. Pacific salmon have been
changing their route back to the Fraser River, with more and
more of them taking the longer route through northern BC and
back down to the river. 
Ian Perry is worried that The Blob could also lead to a decrease

in the population of Pacific salmon in the next few years, as the
warmer water contains less zooplankton for them to feed on.
It isn’t just fish that are feeling the effects of the unusual

change in the waters off of the west coast either. The Cassin’s
auklet, a seabird that lives in the western United States, has also
been found washing up dead on beaches in Washington and
Oregon in populations almost 100 times greater than normal.
Over 100,000 of the birds have been found so far. The die-off is
one of the largest of its kind ever recorded, and scientists are still
trying to determine the cause. Many suspect the warmer water
of The Blob to be leading to starvation in young birds who are
unused to gathering food in the changing climate. Dissection of
the dead birds have shown no signs of viruses or bacteria—just
empty stomachs.

A Hot Summer Ahead of Us
Meanwhile, those on the west coast would do best to conserve
water and avoid lighting any fires; predictions for this summer
show no change in the troubling trend of the spring.
Meteorologists are expecting a very hot July and August for the
west of Canada. 0
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Warmer water in the Pacific is causing havoc- Natalie Dunsmuir


